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MUST BOOKS 





Mid April 





Caldwell, Taylor: THIS SIDE OF INNOCENCE — 
3.00 

This new Taylor Caldwell novel is more along the track of her last book,= 
The Wide House, than tho earlier trilogy of the Bouchard fanily. It sold trenendously- 
and so will this. She has a gift of story telling which is all too rare. Too had she 
has no gift of style to go with it, for, despite this being her seventh book, it is 
still crude writing, overlush, unselectivo; hor characters are paper thin narionottes, 
wholly derivative (and that from an cra of Neither Maid, Wife Nor Widow vintage); hor 
plot is machine made. But~ it noves- and the reader gocs along... The setting this 
tine is again a town in uppor New York, round about 1867 at the start, and covering 
sone twenty years. It is a story of two worthless people,— a son who had squandered 
his fortune, and who took hold of his placo at the bank solely to do his foster brother 
out of his inheritances and a woman, now drawn as a naive misunderstood girl, now as 
an unscrupulous adventurer- and never convincingly cither. Of how Jerome plotted to 
wreck a narriage- and succeeded, And of what the aftermath did to almost wreck anothor-= 
and more palatable» romance in the noxt generation. Oh yes, you'll read to the ond. 
But you haven't much when you get there, May Literary Guild. 











4 HORSES 
14 
March 81 


3 Richtor, Conrad THE FIELDS Knopf 
$2.50 
In 1940 the Book of tho Month put their seal of approval on Zhe frees, 
Richter's second novel, a book which bore the fruit of his promise. Now cones its 
sequel (there has been one novel in between)- this takos up the story of Sayward, the 
girl who as a child carriod the burden of a notherless family on the frontiors of Ohio 
territory. Sayward in Tho Fiolds is fully realized. Her husband, the young attorney 
from Beston, is of secondary inportance— devoted as sho is to hin, hers is a wholly 
matriarchal regime, and Sayward is the focus of the story~ of the settlenent slowly, 
painfully, becoming the nucleus of a town. It is Sayward who gives the land on which 
the church is builte then the school- then the village store. It is Sayward who pre- 
sides at births and deaths and marriages. Sayward who works in the fields she loves= 
battles against the ever-encroaching trees— holds her fast-growing fanily together. 
There's grandeur and humor and pathos here- a superb saga of American womanhood. 








Aprtt-t5 5/20 


ae Sorenson, Virginia ON THIS STAR Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.75 
A Little Lower than tho Anglos (Knopf~1942) introduced Virginia Sorenson 
to a market whose interest in the Ilormons had been aroused by Fisher's Children of Gode 
A nunber of good novelse against Mormon sottings, have followod- hut that ono is still 
vivid in menory. Now comes On This Star, a story in nodern setting, after the prac~ 
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of plural marriage had been frowned upon by the church and made subject to serious 
penaltics under the law. But children of those marriages still carried some of the 
scars, and this is the story of one of ths sons. "Outside" he had won a certain 
degree of fame as a musician; back home in Utah, his fame set hig apart, but his human 
relations were still uncertain, insecure. And then he falls in love with the girl his 
alnost twin half brother is on the verge of marrying- and she with hin, drawn togethor 
by their music, An interesting study - convincingly handled- of the deep-rooted off- 
ect of strict upbringing in the tenets of a faith that demands much— and of how the 
hold of that faith separated them in marriage- but wrecked the marriage she made. A 


_holding story, with revealing details of Mormon faith and procedure ~ marred by a 


nelodramatic clinax, and a tragic ~ but perhaps inevitable~ ending. Well worth read~ 
ing, particularly for its objective handling of a religious faith that is one snalle 
but dominant~ aspect of an American way of life. 


A Few Good Bets 


A new Runbdeck- for her special narket- THE SECRET (Appleton); a good tale of Pasnmania, 
COUNTRY HBART, by Isabel Dick (Crowell); a new Farrell and a new Caldwell. Roports 
follow. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 





March 1 


Nash, Eleanor Arnett BACHELORS ARE MaD An let oe-Cantury 
$2.75 - 

A history of emotional soars, of psychological conditioning, that rocords 
the sacrifice of a hunan being to a code he cannot break. This is the story of Oroy 
Stanley's bondage to his nother, through dislike, hatred, which affected all his re~ 
lations with wonen. Harly distrust of his English Nanny, growing awareness of his 
nother's unfairness toward his father, Croy's life in a Northern school ends in a 
scandal. At home he finds Arrabelle, the one honest, unpossissive female in his life, 
but with his father's death, his nother tightens her hold by any underhand means, 
follows him to New York where Croy finds some escape in the last war. arra-belle is 
is now married, and Croy's elusiveness attracts other wonen, some disastrously, sono 
seriously, but allzealize he is not for then. With the death of Arra-belle's third 
husband and the birth of her first child, Croy at last becones aware of the waste of 
his life, The motivation of a rake's progross, in detailed, plausible narrative, this 
perennial bachelor's bonds are harsher and as strong as any silver cord, Rentals, largely 


March 4 
L'Engle, Madeleine ILSA Vanguard 
$2.75 
° Doninated by an all pervasive, if tenuous, atmosphere, this is a study in 


place and personality, a still life of the south in all its inertia and its persistence 
for the past, and of Ilsa, whose elusive charm and casual non-confornity was to ine 
press all those around her. The story is told by Henry Porcher, a younger cousin, 
Henry who was to be in love with Ilsa from childhood on, who was to serve as an audi~ 
ence— an accessory, and witnessed her unhappy marriage to Monty, another cousin, tho 
passing love affair with Franz Werner, second rate actor, Monty's death- on bootleg 
liquor, Ilsa's blindness= to which she does not compromise her independence, and the 
passing of the years as, without intent, she pulls Brand- her daughter, and Henry, 
into nonexistence with her, Thore is considerable charm here, an effectiveness cone 
pounded of subtlety and indirection, giving this a very definite appeal for disccrning 
readers. By the author of The Snall Rain. 
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March 7 






Slade, Caroline MARGARET Vanguare 
$3.00 
Another social case study in fictional form in the story of a group of 
children of the slums, conditioned by poverty and false values and fear ~ and the 
ever-present yearning to have things they can't achieve. One of those children, 
Marzeret, whose father beats her for petty thievery, whose paralyzed grandnother taunts 
her with threats of the wickedness and sadisn of the law — once it catches hor~ Margaret 
is caught in the mesh of vice and dogeneracy, and used as a procuress by a group of 
elderly nen whose taste runs to children and very young girls Just how Maragaret is 
used, her vanity fed, hor anbitions catered to—- and how she, in turn, was made the 
scapegoat for hor "omployers", ani- as the story closes— enters the dreaded "Grey 
House" for delinquent girls with which her grandmother had threatened her, and closes 
her heart and nind to any confession of softness — of regret for the lives she wrecked. 












March 18 









Dick, Isabel COUNTRY HEART Crowell 
$2.75 
° Wild Orchard = last February- introduced Isabel Dick to American readers 








with a novol that bore many parallels to Green Dolphin Street, particularly in its 
picture of frontier life in the nid century in Tasmania. This, too, is a Tasmanian 
tale- at the turn of the century. Again it is a story in which the pull of the country 
is a vital conditioning factor in the characterizations. Charlotte Acton- through nost 
of the book, is alnost fully realized; the fact that she doesn't quite achieve full 
stature is evident in tho surprise twist the story takes in the last third, when sho 
leaves Tasmanian to marry 2 man she does not love, but whose need for her in the new 
frontier of South africa outweighs old ties. The failuro of that marriage— her hus- 
band's death- and the achievenmont of hor goal in her own hone in the beloved valley 
leaves the reador with a sense of incompleteness, of vistas glimpsed but not fully 
seen. Sut the book is kholding-. its sonse of place and péople real. It should reach 

a substantial audience. 

















Rolend, Mary THE SINGLE PILGRIM Crowell 

$2.50 
The very rugged, ronantic path of Stephanie, alone in the world, who 

finally finds tho answer to loveless years in adrian, handsome, rich, who intends to 

narry her in spite of his fa:ily's disapproval. On sudden notice Adrian goes overseas, 

is reported killed, and Stephanie, desperate, sleeps- out of charity~ with Diccon, 

wild and irresponsiblo. Later tho nows that Adrian is alive reunites her with Adrian's 

fanily, and at this point she learns that she has contracted syphilis from Diccon. 

The degradation she feels, the self—disgust and disgust of the disease damage her 

enotionally more than physically, and when Adrian returns, while admitting the affair, 

she has not the courage to confess the consequenees. She marries Adrian, becomes 

pregnant, and tormented by the foar of possible danage to Adrian or the baby-— runs 

herself to the ground until finally, through an outside source, Adrian learns the 

truth and is able i Yea it. Handled without distaste or sensationalisn, this attempts 

understanding of a vory misunderstood subject, puts it in rental forn. 


















March #21 24% 


Ranos, Graciliano ANGUISH Knopf 
a ; $2.50 
A Brazilian locale for the story of Seu Luis da Silva and tho tortuous 

weys of his perverted mind as his inferiority and obsessions drive hin to murder and 
madness. He mingles the past with the »resent, his own failings with his poverty, 


+ 
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his violent desire for murder and destruction that money and property inspire in hin, 

so that when wealthy Juliao wins Marina with the luxuries she craved, Iuis kills Juliao. 
The increasing torments of his desires and visions drive him over the borderline to in« 
Sanity. There is the contrast of the backlands plantation life with that of the city; 
the different milious that Luis learns as he finds employment of various kinds; and 
there is an intimate picture of the deterioration of a mind corroded by hatred, envy 
end jealousy, with many scabrous moments of shock effect. The main interest in this, 

I should think, is for those concerned with the South American literary scone. 


March 22 


Miller, Helen Topping SPOTLIGHT Appleton-Century 
; $2.50 

The amorous affiliations and deviations of the Dempsters, as Roslyn, who 
had married- and dumped= Mike Peel, comes back home to live and decides sho wants 
Mike hack, while Alix, her younger sister, always in love with Mike, retires grace- 
fully once again. Refusing to accept the fact that Mike is not for her, Alix fights 
off the attentions of Pete Garrett, until, changing her mind again, Roslyn leaves 
both Pete and Mike to Alix and Alix opts for Pete, <A readable renter for what is by 
now a readynade market. 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee THE SECRET ,. = ¥#/2bl Appleton—Contury 
=: (age © $1.25 

Author of Our Miss Boo, The Great Answer, etc., provides threo short tales 
which serve to reaffirm her belief in spiritual values. Find Mo again is tho discovery 
by a mother, inwardly mourning the death of her little boy, that her husband and tho 
two other children share in her grief and in the qualitios she belicvod only the dead 
boy had. Harly Answer dispossessos a smothering, possessive nother love, as 2 young 
son bewitchedly warns his mother of tho dangers sho is inviting. an April for Every 
Loss shows the influence of a son who diéd on anzio, how his spirit pornmeates his 
whole family, gives them courage and strength. Her stuff gets over without too much - 
saccharinity, but I still find her children wish fulfillments of charm and perfection, 











Mitford, Nancy THE PURSUIT OF LOVE a — 

The gay, irresponsible lifo of a fallen English angel who nanages—through-~ 
out her wickedness= to remain delightfully charning androfreshingly naive. A collec- 
tion of mercurial, pathological characters— landed estatcs~ London socioty- the Span- 
ish Civil War- refugee camps in France— a glanorous flat in glass and velvet in Paris- 
provide a shifting scone for Linda's ventures in pursuit of lovo, fron marriage to a 
banker, adherence to 2a "cause", mistress to a French Duke. But the Gestapo disposes 
of the Duke and Linda dies in childbirth....A merry tale in Byronic tradition, turn- 
ed out with tongue in cheek. Valucs lie nore in the telling than the tale. 


Greer, Genovieve THE sRISTOCRAT Mery 


The strange, rather spare story of Dan Blake, aristocratic hangover, an 
eccentric and a recluse, a hard man and a lonely lone, as seen in relationship to the 
fow contacts he maintains with hunan beings; Alice, his nieco, who hates hin but 
wants his money; Ate, faithful old Negro; Claire, the, woman he'd lived with for ten 
years but never marriod. Here are the nonths bofore his death, as he enters a poriod 
of derression precipitated by the news that his brother has died, filled with nostalgia, 
loneliness, disturbing dreans. Here also are tho last weeks, as Clairo out of duty, 
Alice out of self-interest, stay with hin until his death. A sorry- to sordid- por— 
trait, only dubiously of gonoral intcrest. 











ae 
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april 10 


Fenton, Frank WHAT WAY MY JOURNEY LIES Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 

The post-war casualty in search of an answer, for the story of John Norman, 
anery, alcoholic and anxicty—-ridden after tom much combat experience and the loss of 
his best friend, Clerk. MNornan goes to California, to the house that Clark left hin, 
and Clark's girl, Carol, also direstionless and deadened by the death of Clark. Norman 
and Carol go off together, find it doesn't work, and he goes back to a rooming house 
where he neets Mery Carter, a school teacher, conscientious and conventional, who gives 
hin a sense of certainty again. He marries Mary, buys a little house for her, gots 
a job- in a bookshop, and if not forgetting altogether- makes at least the partial 
return to nornalcy. Stylised, sp:re, subjective writing for a somewhat holding- if 
reniniscent- job. 


d 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

$3.00 
Announcing a collection which, with the author's preface, and the inclu- 

sion of three full-length books (Butterfield 8, Hope of Heaven, Pal Joey) underlines 

the crisp, modern technique of this writer. Sone twenty short stories, among then, 

The Doctor's Son, which titled an earlier collection, cover the various ficlds of 

O'Hara's familiar worlds « bars, moving pictures, marriages, conversations caught in 

2 flash - and the selection stresses the wide appeal of his techniques. Should be sales. 


O'Hara, John HERE'S O'Hara J\\A\ 








April 11 


Farroll, Janes 7. BERNARD CLARE Vanguard 
$2.75 

The Farrell ingredients - Chicago Irish, in the late '20's, Catholicisn, 
egocentricity, Sexe in torms of the underlying implications of social and ethical 
significance. This night be defined as 2 minor Studs Lonizan, with the same socios 
journalistic approach, but without the powerful compulsion of revealing internal con 
flicts. Bernard Clare is seeking literary fame in New York. He flaunts convention, 
fights hypocrisyto the point of being obnoxious, lives in a dirty roon inthe Village. 
He finally gives up the gosture of literary aspirations and succunhs to the bourgeois 
need of supporting hinsolf, and becomes a crack salesman and acquires another man's 
wife as nistress. Tho romance cones to a vulgar end when the two are found together 
by the husband--and Bernard returns to Chicago, an experienced and mature man. Again 
® typical Farroll hero» a boy fighting his environment, but unable to orase its in- 
fluence. For the Farroll narket. 





Aprtt-35 57/72 


Edginton, May WINDS OF DESIRE , Macrac-Snith 
$2.50 
A fullesized fanily novel, featuring Kitty Olave, poor relation of the 

Branna, as sho intervenes— delicately- to good ends. The Branns, a tight formation of 
local prestige and domestic discord, do not suspect Kitty's other life, the inheritance 
Which has enabled her to acquire nore money as a hotel entrepreneur, the love she bears 
for San, titled and tubercular. Maintaining her guide of dependent when she sees the 
Srvanns, Kitty enables two of the third generation t» marry, she sends the old mother 
to a daughter in New Zealand, and she trics to soothe the dannge done by Rudge Brann, 

sex sadist, who brutalizes his wife, then becomes involved in an affair with his now 
sister-in-law, Clover. Clover, pregnant by Rudge, is quickly found out by her husband, 
Henry, as he is impotent. Henry takes out his revenge on the baby, and Clover, aware 
of his viciousness, kills Honry, does not try to prevent her own death sentence, and 
leaves the baby to Kitty. Kitty's Sam dies, leaving her his title, and Kitty prepares 
for a new life with another man. A fully devoloped, played out, woman's book~ for 
ront primarily. (English eotting) | 
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April 15 


Tyrrell, Mabel L. THE AFFAIRS OF NICHOLAS CULPEPER Macrae—Snith 
$2250 

For all the romantic side, a sounder type of historical novel, of Nicholas 
Culpeper's life in 17th century England as he brings both seriousness and gaiety to his 
love affair, his narriage, and his consuming interest in herbs and medicine, The death 
of the nysterious Easter, with whom he was to elope, almost kills him, but his spirit 
rouses when he is able to sink himself in work with a fraudulent apothecary. Another 
apothecary gives hin a real chanec, and though true to his dead love, he narries Alice, 
finds contentment with her particularly as their daughter flourishes. He avoids the 
evil powers of an astrologer, fights against Cromwell, engages in a duel for Alice's 
honor, flees to France, and returns to die of consumption. Superstition giving way to 
facts, to scientific, nedical and political investigation, this rvoids the swashbuckling 
in preference for the battle of ideas, of mental progress in the enrly days of enlight- 
ennent. 

April 23 


Joseph, Donald STRAW IN THE SOUTH WIND Macnillan 
$2.50 

A novel of the south at the turn of the century which has warmth and spirit 
and an appealing heroine in Constance, who, in spite of marriage to older, tradition 
alist Judge Anthony De Vere, has not pernitted herself to be donesticated. A major 
issue between them, Coristance's charmpionship of the Negroes, calls for decisive action 
when Jano Thompson, colored, who had lived with Boulton Carter, white, for close to 
twenty years is about to lose hin to 2 younger woman. Carter, who suicides, is believed 
murdered by Jane Thompson and Constance, defending Jane in spite of her husband, clears 
her in court, later stems a lynching. The Judge, running away, suicides also, which 
leaves Constance free for n new life with a young engineer, Livingston, who has helped 
her through all this. Romantic to hunorous touches nike this entertainnent- primarily 
popular~ rather than thematic problem reading, 


April 24 
Caldwell, Erskine THES HOUSE IN THE UPLaNDS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.50 
7 Caldwell deserts his poor whites for 2 naked picture of the deterioration 


and decadence of the down and out aristoerscy of the South, in the story of Grady 
Dunbsr who preferred colored girls, drink and gambling, to his bride, Lucyanne. 
Lucyanne, terribly in love and avoiding the warnings sbout the Dunbar reputation, hopes 
for Grady's rohabilitation, has her doubts confirnod when Grady refuses to let an old 
colorei couple leave to live in town, has her love killed when she finds Grady with 
the colored girl, Sallie John. She tries to run away, is found and cared for by the 
Harrisons, white tenants of Grady's. Brad, the son, would hel» her, but his fathor's 
subservience to Grady thwarts hin. Grady takes het honc, beats her and threatens her, 
until she is saved by the arrival of the gambler, Skeeter Wilhite, who shoots it out 
with Grady and Grady is killed. The peonage of blacks and whites, the sense of the 
times changing fastor than the reactionaries, the hope in the younger generations of 
blacks and whites, the cold justice of the older white people, all underline the 
intonse, rousing importance of the color question in the South. This is assured a 
press- and a public. 
April 24 
Langley, Eve - NOT YET THE MOON Dutton 
$2.75 

A strange book, with a fredh setting- the agricultural sections of australia, 

as itinerant pickers nove fron harvest to harvest, There are parts of it that etch un 
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forgettable pictures. There is a revealing awareness of the conditions that gave rise 
to social problems. There is a sense of being an intinate part of the scene ~ not out- 
side looking in. It is a story, told in the first person, by one of two sisters who- 
Gressed as boys= go with the pickers, and return now and again to their mother at hone. 
But the authors for me at least~ throws the whole book out of key by her flowery style, 
her ranblings away fron the point of the story— if there is one. The central character 
is an unconvincing- and most unprepossessing character, a self-conscious prude, driven 
by an abnormal sex urge which her subconscious refutes. An odd and unpleasant book. 
Nichols, Fan POSSESS ME NOT Frederick Fell 
$2.50 

A fairly tempestuous portrait of an artist, Erik Norgard, as- just when 
Erik has reached success~ he is shacklod by narriage to Mary Vallant, conventional, 
middle class and middle west. Mary tidies hin up, attempts to substitute a fanily for 
la vie boheme, insists on a house in the country as against his New York studio, and 
finally devitalizes his painting, undermines his health until he has a complete psychiat- 
ric breakdown. Erik makes a recovery, partly with the help of Michele, always in love 
with him and more his type, but as Mary and Michele fight over hin pending his release 
Erik escapes both of then and takes to the vagrant life, Complete with flesh tones 


CAde 


and touches, this is still neither art nor literature, 


rc 
OX 


Harper 
$2250 
Reported originally in the November 15th bulletin, when scheduled for Jan 

uary publication, as follows: "Small town troubles for the story of the three Rossitor 
girls, their respective romances, and their longstanding feud with next door neighbor, 
Mrs. Moon. Mrs, iioon had always wanted to get control of the Rossiter home place, was 
trying to spike the love affair of her son with the second Rossiter girl, and was try=~ 
ing to discredit Steve, newconer, interested in Lily Rossiter, a widow. Austin, Lily's 
young son, intervenes in the affairs of his elders, resents Steve's interest in his 
mother and gets rid of him, and when Mrs. Moon is murdered, assists the police in find- 
ing the culprit. Retracting, at the close, Austin brings Steve and Lily together again. 
All in all, very busy~ if inconsequential. 


Cockrell, Marian B. SOMETHING BETWEEN 


Sexton, Ethol COUNT ME AMONG THE LIVING Harper 
$275 
The tortuous, tormented, documentary of a young woman's disastrous down~ 
grade as, through the yoars, her instability, partly inherited, partly conditioned in 
childhood, leads her to a sorry end. This is Hester's story, Hester whose Hawaiian 
forebears had thinned out into decadence, Hester who was illegitinate and had known 
both too little and too much of this, and who hai becone disgusted by poverty, sloth 
and fecundity at home. Hoping for a better life, she marries at 16, goes to California 
with her new husband, Brian, and there is often depressed, restless as Brian rofuses 
to let her work, After losing a baby, she runs away to Hollywood, dreaning of one 
studio- Harrods. She finds instead that life as an extra is hard, sordid, and precarious, 
until she finally gets a chance at Harrods- and with Harrod~ who takes a fancy to here 
seduced, forcibly, by Harrod, this causes a revulsion— to one by nature prurient so 
strong as to lead her to a final breakdown and insanity. An overlong, sonetines 
hysterical, portrait- which in its excess is emotionally weakned. 


April 29 


Marshall, Rosanond DUCHESS HOTSPUR Prentice-Hall 
$2.75 
Restoring the Restoration again for a follow-up to Kitty, and not forgetting 
Forever Anber (Miss Marshall doesn't either) for the seasoned, sporty tale of Percy, 
the Duchess of Harford, and plain Tom Ligonier. Percy is a beauty~ and a wildcat; 
fon, quite a man in his way, is happy to becone her lover, but refuses to be kept by 
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her and holds her off. Splitting with Percy afte® a squall, Tom only learns some tine 
later that Percy has bought control of his newly formed newspaper, and enraged Ton 
quickly resigns. Successive efforts on Percy's part to get Tom back fail~-until a 
riot- in which she is injured- enables Tom to rescus her and Percy to meet his terms 

as Plain Mrs. Ligonier. Full decor and display of period and passion make this strict~ 
ly cheesecake. 


Hays, W.R. THE TAKERS OF THE OITY Reynal : Hitchcock 
3,00 

The author of Stranger On The Highway, Lie Down in Darkness, which were 
nore or less psychoethrillers, shows a different ability in this novel of post-—Conquest 
Chiapas in 1545, and the coming of las Casas, the new Bishop, to deliver the Indians 
from their slavery.’ Young Ricardo de la Fuente comes to live on his estates, run tho 
Sugar mill, and is caught in the center of the struggle of the Spaniards to naintain 
their power, and the Indians! slow revolt. In spite of inherited sympathies with 
Guerra and Herrera in their stand against Las Casas, Ricardo is gradually won over to 
tre Indian cause through his affair with Lucita, daughter ofm Indian cacique. Las 
Casas and his friars neet defeat when they are attacked, but are saved by an oarthquako 
which also climaxes the massacre of Herrera. Ricardo, now sure of his stand, liberatos 
his slaves, works side by side with Lucita to grow the food to feed themselves and the 
baby to come. A conquest that destroyed the conquerors rather than the conquered, the 
new world breaking down manmade barriers, the brutalities of the naster race against 
the age-old legacy of the Indians-——- this is well handled history. 





DICKS AND DUKES 





February 28 


Woodruff, Philip CALL THE NEXT WITNESS a Brace 
250 
An affair of a dead wife brings a complex interplay of personalities, 

events, as the investigation reveals much of the types and castes of the Indian pop- 
ulation, their contrast to British thinking, their customs and ways of life. Murder. 
is claimed, and the dead woman's fanily fight the accused husband's fanily in perverte 
ing evidence, silencing obstinate witnesses. A British district magistrate does in~ 
vestigating on his own, and after the trial which convicts the husband, hears the truth 
of the matter. More than just a murder nystery, though this will appeal to the factual 
minded audience, with its thorough follow-through on each aspect of the case, this is 
an unusual way of presenting a picture of India today. 


Mareh-18 4//5 


Lang, Harry THES CORPSE ON THE HEARTH er 
2-00 
Strictly prefab fatal fara as Elijah Mellor, rich and disagreeahle, has 
his will raad to his inheritors and does not live- as a result. The inheritors, re~ 
latives and servitors, all have reasons to fear because of personal or financial nis= 
conduct, all provide prospects for the law who solve the case by routine elinination. 
Dull. 
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March 21 


Hebderden, M.V. MURDER CANCELS ALL DEBTS ~— 

Not a Desmond Shannon story- but with the earmarks of previous books,- 
though, superficial charactcrization, fast moving pace, and a rather phoney sophisti~ 
cation. Those who prefer mysteries with slick dialogue- and no court room scenes, will 
go for this unraveling of the murder of faithless Celeste Mather, on the eve of her 
husband's return from an arny hospital. Com. Richard Vane closes the case. 


Mereh-3) 4/>> 
Chance, John Newton DEATH STALKS THE COBHLED SQUARE McBride 
$2.00 
A casual, action-pushed, primadonnaish piece, of Chance's chancos against 
his enemies as ho champions a girl, derides the local (coastal) police, evades the 
foreign siren now in residence, tumbles obstacles to prevent Nazi victory in Britain. 


There are some murders, secret passages, rough and tumbles, and Chance, with tho girl's 
help and a Col. Blimp character, makes a merry hash of Nazi pretensions. British burbl 


April 2 


Boniface, Marjorie WINGS OF DEATH McBride 
$2200 
A mountain lodge in New Mexico, two brothers- one the war victin of amnesia 
and various angling females providing inplansibility and trouble as a bus driver is 
killed and a girl burnt, unidentifiably, as a second newconer is nurdered anda valuable 
Goya stolen. Mabel, who runs the lodge and tells the story, helps the Sheriff toa , 
sOlution of the crimes and romantic issues at stake. Anateurish apprehension, all in 
all inept. 
April 5 
Cunninghan, A.B. DEATH RIDES A SORREL HORSE ees 
Homespun Hawkshaw honeruns again, as the supersleuth of Deer Lick County 
unentangles the problem of a girl killed while out riding. Jess Roden proves it no 
accident, gathers evidence, bit by bit, that it is murder, and collects enough proof 
against a background of the jealousies and dislikes of a girl's school to get the 
killer. Painstaking. 
April 16 


Bishop, Curtis SUNSET RIM Macnillan 
$2.00 
The showdown between the violence of individual power, and the success of 
organized unity against such power, as Kane, ex—Texas Ranger, brings an end to the 
grasping greed of the Crown spread and the Conroy empire. Determined not to be used 
by anyone, Kane pays his own way, befriends whom he will, turns against those who 
would push him around. The Conroys break all ethics, umd the valley rides them down- 
while Kane proves to Catherine Conroy his is the best way. Texas— and more than 


tolerable. 
April 25 


Fiayer, Robert THE INGENIOUS MR. STONH Rinehart & Co. 
, $2.00 
It takes an 80 year old lady to correlate facts given by her niece's corre: 
pondence so that impersonations nay be recognized and murders solved. From a select, 
snobbish English girl's school to a border country inn for eccentrics, the old woman 
follows two murders and a confused issue of inheritance, She snags the perpetrators 
in her own sweet time. Fine fettle, if flustery. 
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Butcher, Capt. Harry C.USNR MY THREE YEaRS WITH SISENHOWER Simon & Schuster 
$5.00 

nis comes as close to being Eisenhower's own diary as we are ever likely 
to come, for Capt. Buicher, neval aide to the General from 1942-45, kept the diary at 
Eisenhcwer's request, and here records nc} only the overall pattern of those three ev~ 
éntful years— 1942-45— as they shaped themselves, but throughout — by a word, a phrase, 
an incident, he gives those personal bits that make one feel that one learns to know 
Hisennower the man. The S.B.P, seiialization has gieaned the 500,000 word text for the 
more dramatic highlights;- the sense of conflict as plans came under discussion, ele- 
ments were changed, otjectives abandoned, the whole integrated- this is richer in the 
full text, and makes one realize the immensity of the projects, first the african in- 
vasion, than the Normandy invasion. One seuses more intimately the undercurrents of 
dislike for some of the compromises, as for instance the difficulties with the demands 
of Giraud, of Darlan, of De Gaulle, imperilling security and dispatch. One sees the 
General in his immediate response to the news of Patten's contretemps- and his measured 
and wise decision as to how to haudle 1t. One teels the impelling pressure of events- 
of outside opinion— of inner cdissension— and the greatness of a man who could wise 
above it, indefaiiguable but human, and needing cccasional moments of escape in games, 
in being aicne, or with a few chosea intimates. Great names and small cross the pages 
but never is there aay feeling of Eiseshower as other than a humble and simple man. 
The tock supplies some of the facts bebiad the headlines~there’s not much of actual news 
value— it is nob inspived writing. But it is the record cof three years that changed the 
worid — from the dyriver's seat. Book-of-the-Month for May. 


April 22 


Van Paassen, Pierre EARTH COULD BE FAIR Dial 
$3.00 
The author of Davs of Cur Years is dependable as to sales value, no matter 
what his suhject-. This new book is a distiact devarture from anything else he has 
written - less controversial, since it igs intinately personal -— and unusual and reveal- 
ing reading, Though his pages, the village ot Gorcum, in Holland, takes form- the 
reader goes back in memory with Van Paassen to his voylood days, to the village streets 
and houses and way of life are revealed?-- rich homes and poor homes, a Jewish household, 
and the great estate of the icval squire. Thrcugh incideuts in which he snared, one: 
feels closer to knowledge of Holland, a wountry of which we know little, than in any 
other book I have read, And through conversations, reported in detail, one sess how 
youth a generation ago challenged the status quo- as ycuth always does, everywhere. - He 
traces the carcers of the boys and one girl of his class, a class which gave Holland 
two traitors and many patriots, one who became leader of the Underground in Gorcum and 
its environs, thorn in the flesh of the Nazi coaquerois; another who was famous in death, 
as the Dutch priest crucified by the Japanese in the Solomons. The book, in final anal- 
ysis, is symbolic of many places, many groups in a Europe that went headlong into dis- 
aster. Publishers are backing with extensive advertising. 


Slim Pickings on Dependable Titles 





but don't overlook Julian Bach's AMERICA'S GERMATY (Random House) — or Gene Fowler!s 
autobiography, 4 SOLO IN TOM-TOMS (Viking). Both reported in section which follows. 
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PROBLEMATICaL BOOKS 





March 1 


Ware, Eduund & Bailey, Robeson FROM FACT TO FICTION Appleton—Century 
$3.00 

A work-study book for the serious student of short story techniques, done 
in the form of a duet between a writer and a teacher of English (at Smith), discussing 
the specific fictional problems of short story writing. First Ware prefaces a short 
story with a skeleton showing his approach to it; then the story itself is folloved by 
comments by Bailey, underlining the methods of construction in the specific story, and 
in writing in general. There are twelve stories, springboarding techniques of ideas, 
exploration of the same, developmeut of the mechanisms, the solutions for handling char- 
acter, dialog, background, etc. There are practical suggestions, descriptions of use— 
ful mechanisms, bald devices, the workability of the commonplace and familiar, the uses 
of notes, the process of transforming actual events and characters into fictional mate- 
rial, attitudes toward work, machinery for creating plausibility, development of self- 
criticism. A book which should prove most helpful. 


March 7 


Bulosan, Carlos AMERICA IS THH HEART meee saint’ 
Pd. 

The author of The Laughter of liy Father now presents the seamier side of 
his youth in the Philippines, and from thence to his experiences in America. His story 
is one of poverty, misery and oppression — suggesting Black Boy in its parallel of 
tragic, hopeless incident seen throvgh the eyes of sensitive, intelligent youth. But 
the dominant tone is different, for bulosan withstaads the slum life of the West Coast, 
its gamblers, murderers and prostitutes, its starvation, race prejudice and brutality, 
without losing his innate belief in the dignity of all men and his dreau that this dig- 
nity can be achieved in America. In the same simple, episodic style that made his first 
book significant, he records his wanderings, his odd jobs, his organizations of smerican 
Filipinos, his experiences of the horrors of victims of "racism" and dire poverty, And 
yet his high courage and spirit prevailed- his belief in America survived. Important 
as another window on our own national portrait. 


March 11 


Bruff, Nancy My TALON IN YOUR H#ART Dutton 
$2.00 
One wonders whether external pressure is to be applied to promoting the 
sale of this volume of verse by the author of The Manatee. It is a slim volume, of so= 
called verse, full of sound and fury but signifying little. Completely devoid of teth~ 
nical skill are these "free verse" Jottings of an apparently emotional and over~wrought 
nature; for the most part any kernel of thought is lavking. 


22. 


March 4% 


McWilliams, Carey SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNTRY Duell, Sloan & Pearse 
$3.75 

While definitely a regional book and of largely regional interest, the 
vitality of the handling entitles this to a wider market. Without accent on the chron 
ology or history, this is the story of the "island on the land", the importance of the 
archipelago~- up to Los Angeles~ and its environs. Here is the legsad, the growth of 
the "Cathay of the South", the importance of its climate, the conflicts, from the days 
of the Indians and the l‘issions, to the present clashes of ecceatrics, the unification 
and emergeace of the new patterns. Here are the imprints of westward migration, more 
important now than ever, the colonization from mission to rancho, the conquest by 
Americans, the end of the ranchers, the "Ramuna" influence and the synthetic part, the 














i * atl «ip ices “ MAR op ie ee — 
Peps bd, Sao NON 2 OLLI -~ 85 - 


Plight of the Spanish and the Chinose, the rocket »ropulsion of the boom times, and the 


evelopment cr state societies and the native sons, from 
oS, cultists, etc...and the possibilities for the future. 
tive recapituiation by a man who has known and loved 


i d 
an 


corirvption in their train, 
the heterogeneous tide of mi 
A sowewhal aroitrary but pRovees 


the region from 1922. 


Ghiselin, Brewster AGAINST THE CIRCLE Dutton 
$2.00 

This slim volume holds the collected noems of a young and very modern poet. 

It is hard to appraise them. They show talent, but its too soon to say whether this 

young inan will join the presents Shea schocl] of modern poets who exvrass whet they have 

to say in spasms and vigicity, often quite effective; or whether his not inconsiderable 

lywic gitt will cetermine his later work. But he is someone to wasch, waiting to see 

whetner ke reaily has anythiug to say. So far, his work is tentative- too soon published. 


Hammerstein, Oscar III ‘CAROUSEL Knopf 
$2.50 


In book form, the text of the light opera, Carousel, based on the original 
Molnar play, Liliom. One of Broadway's most successful ventures, in the current season. 


fe 


Josephy, Alvin M. dr. THS LONG AND THE SHORT AND THES TALL 3/26 Knopf 
| 3.00 
Good, straight reporting of the invasions of Guam and Iwo Jima by a Marine 
combat correspondent who was in both camoaigns. The account does not stop where the 
headlines stoppec-— an islar “secured” long before death and horror were over for 
the Recon De forses, dJosephy s ec on Guam for two months of mopping up. It is extra- 
ben ial. Paris. faithful to fact and swift--moving, it lacks the 
epenite gic toucn whic skis could give it, but his eyewitness account record- 
ed while landing on the eich under Jap fire, has the vividness and immediacy of 
Sherrod's Tarawa, while the panacea of his text vroves that man's deepest experiences 


cannot be conveyed in on the spot impressions, when words seem superficial and maddled. 


Stilwell, Hart HUNYING AND FISHING IN THEXaS 2] 2 Knopf 
$5.00 
This edition to an excellent series of sporting books, beautifully made and 
illustrated, will doubtless measure uo to its fellows in format. The galley proofs bear 
witness to the quality of the text and its content- sure entry for any sporting enthusi- 
ast. Through personal experience in the main, and occasional anecdote about other 


sportsman, Hart Stilwell shares his experiences fishing- and to a lesser degree= hunt- 
ing in Texas. A battle with 2 tarpon on the Rio Grande; casting on the Texas coast; 
fishing for black bass in Don Martin Lake, Mexico; Gulf of Mexico sport with red snapper, 


king mackerel, sailfish, yetlew dask; ‘fishing the guius"; bass of Tazas rivors and 
river tarpon; trout of stream and bay shore: suvf Elsuivg; pike, white vass and othors} 
and fishiag rodeos, Thvoughout his stories aboond in bits of humor and good yarnse in 
how-to-do-it advice on tackle, evc. Whe last third deals with hunting of sob white, 


deer, red-heacs, turkey, goose, blue quail, rabbits, coyotes, coons and wiidcats. 
March 22 
Roosevelt, Eleanor IF YOU ASK ME Appleton~Century 


$2.50 
From her department in the Ladies! Home Journal here are putvoeed questions 
and answers — the gucstions placed either anouymously or by well-known people, the 
answers given by ii's, Roosevelt. She is candid, por ‘cupiive, balanced, occasionally 
strategic as she meets all types of inquiry ~ end ocvasionally, justifiably, she by~ 
passes too personal a question. Crecd and color, labor, alcohol, medical service, ec~ 




















February 15, 1946 Non-fiction - 86 - 


’ 





onomic equality for women, divorce laws, education, free enterprise, veteran problems, 
religion, home life, international problems and policies, President Roosevelt's personal 
habits and tastos, ~ such were some of the subjects on which she was quizzed, sometimes 
in malicious, sometimes in curious, sometimes in stupid vein. And all fairly net. 


March 22 
Chute, Marchetto GEOFFREY CHAUCER OF ENGLAND naliron 
3075 
° A delightful book about a delightful person, of whom too few people know 


more than that he was the author of Canterbury Tales. They learn that he was also a 
courtier in the retinue of Edward III, a diplomat, a businessman, an important employ- 
ec of the city of London. He was brother-in-law of John of Gaunt, and his wife's sister 
was for many years that great and strange man's mistress, until she became his wifo. 
Chaucer was son of a wine merchant and rose to high places in 14th century London. He 
"walked with kings, but never lost the common touch" - he was such an affable and ur- 
bane person— his poetry has charm and grace and true humanism. Poetry was his avocation; 
the rich experience in life fed the springs of his poetic genius and made it possible 
for him to portray such completely civilized human beings as Cressida and Pandarus, the 
delightful character of the "eagle" in the house of Fame, and countless others in add~ 
ition to the familiar gallery of the Cantorbury pilgrims. All of this, plus an exccll- 
ent picture of 14th century life and a fair and fine introduction to Chaucer's writing- 
skillfully blended in this book. Old Chaucer lovers will delight in it, and new ones 
will discover him belatedly. The book is sheer joy to read. 


March 27 


Hickey, John H. & Beach, Priscilla | KNOW YOUR CaT Harper 
$2.50 

For feline fanciers, now and/or old~ a combination of practical and inter~ 
pretative and literary information about cats. Besides the elementary details of breeds, 
choosing a kitten, training, feeding; handling of cats, bathing, defleaing, treatment 
of illnesses, grooming, there is coverage of the character, personality, and psychology 
of cats. There is a chapter on the origin of tho cat- one on standards for pedigreed 
cats of shows in Great Britain and the U.S.A. Bibliography. Appendix of Murphy's 
Cattage ~ biographical dictionary of famous cats. For fanatic cat-owners. Illustrated 
with photographs. 


Hunt, Capt. Georgo CORAL COMES HIGH wv Harper 
$2.00 
A journalistic account- of specialized interest for members of Co K, Third 
Battalion, First Regiment of the First Marine Division - in the company's commander's 
record of 48 hours in the battle for Poleliu, Sept. 19, 1944. Emphasis on team work, 
will to live, heroism taken for granted, within the broader pattern of battle strategy. 
Limited market. 





March ?? 
Mian, Mary MY COUNTRY-IN-LAW nonin Mifflin 
2.50 
” Engaging and effortless chronicling of American Mary Mian's France, the 


sprawling, unkempt, virtually untouched part of France, the Creuse. There, with her 
sculptor husband, Aristide, she went to live. Here was a life, as "slow and deep as 
the earth" ~ a peasant people who, in spite of hard won livelihocd, maintain high good 
humor and a sound philosophy. The houschold was dominated by the women, La “ere Marie, 
grend matriarch, La Mere Christine, Aristide's mother, and— shortly— Mary's baby, La 
Piquita. Here too is the small change of the everyday world made eventful, the family, 
the neighbors, the children, the cows and chickens, a christening and a county fair, 
sorcery and superstitions. Most of these stories ran in The New Yorker, and merge into 





a whole with grace and charm and color, Introduction by Thurber. Illustrations by 
Duvalet. 

















February 15, 1946 Non-fiction - 87 - 





March ?7 
Bent, Silas & McKinley, Silas Bent OLD ROUGH AND READY Venguard 
$3.00 

A scholarly biography of Zachary Taylor, the terse, gruff, undefeated hero 
of the Mexican War who rode a tidal wave of popularity into the White House, One of 
America's lesser known presidents, perhaps one of the most belittled, Taylor is here 
defended and extolled, But even here, as a personality, he remains submerged in his 
period:- the Indian Wars, Manifest Destiny policies, preliminary rumblings of the Civil 
War; and in his contemporaries,- Clay, Harrison, Scott, Grant, lee, Davis, Calhoun, 
Actually, the authors can do little more for Taylor as a personality than competently 
bring together all previous scholarship into authentic, extensive form, There is vir- 
tually nothing about his private life, exce >t as revealed through extracts from his 
letters, A book for reference - for primary sources - rather than for the average reader. 


April 3 


Siepmann, Charles A, RADIO'S SECOND CHANCE Little, Brown 
$2, 50 

A lively, liberal critique of what is wrong with radio today, of the ways, 
in which free, commercial, competitive enterprise has not operated in the interests of 
the people at large. Of how lecal stations are obliterated by national networks and do 
not offer any real community service. Of the abuse of advertising, the overuse of soap 
opera, the lack of diversity. Of controversial issues and the pressure of sponsors on 
news analysts and commentators -— and most detrimental of all, radio's dollar philosophy 
so that money is talking most of the time. The FCC, attacked by the industry, sins 
largely by default. FM, the radio of the future, offers radio a second chance to estah- 
lish amore informed public, educational and cultural programs, and local listener coun- 
cils to help control what goes on the air. A book designed to inform the public about 
an industry - in order to improve an industry. 


April & 
Each, Julian Jr. AMERICA'S GERMANY Random House 
$3.00 
° an optinistic, first-hand report on the AMG and American Occupational Forces 





in Gerrnany by the roving correspondent of Army Talks who has just returned from Germany. 
Bach presents the sctting,- a devastated, hungry, war-torn Gernany, and the policy of 
denilitarization, de~industrialization, de-nazification. There is a good deal of back 
ground matcrial, the structure, political responsibilities, personalities of the Allied 
Control Commission and its Anerican instrunent, the Army of Occupation....combined with 
straight reporting,-~- tho war crininals' trials, restoration of art loot, nine clearing, 
Habe's free-press newspapers, re-cducation of Hitler Youth. He plunges into controver- 
sial issues, from national war guilt to strength of anti-Nazis, from the Patton nis- 
step in Bavaria to the question of feeding the Germans, from fraternizing to internation- 
alizing the Ruhr and the Rhineland. On the whole he considers our efforts in Germany to 
be as successful as could be expected and answers~in optinistic vein- nany questions and 
runors., Informative~ though perhaps necessarily superficial. Interesting and timely. 
April 10 
Burney, Christopher DUNGEON DEMOCRACY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.00 

In socic-political rather than sensational terns are the observations of a 
British officer on Buchenwald, the concentration camp where he spent 15 nonths. The 
first part itenizos sone of the horror methods, the experinental stations, the comman~ 


dant who liked open blood baths, the SS underlings. The second part is concerned with 
the easte syston,— privileged prisonors, the "Red" (criminals) vs. the underprivileged 
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"Greens" (political prisoners). Finally, the non-German elements,— Russians, Czechs, 
French, Jews— with vilifying commentary on each, which places Mr. Burney on a par with 
his Nazis. The Russians were to hin "Nazis painted Red"; the French weak, disordered, 
impotent; the Jews openly disliked wherever they have been. There is neither charity 
nor tolerance here— Why publish such a book? It seems neither credit:.ble aor warranted. 





Padover, Saul K. EXPERIMENT IN GHERMaNY Duell, aa & Pearce 
3.50 

An Intelligence Officer attached to the Psychological Warfare Division sur— 
veys opinion inside Gernany, from October, 1944 to the defeat, Padover intervicwed all 
strata of population in the sector around Aachen. He found, throughout, a distressing 
unaninity.of response and reaction as each Nazi began with a denunciation of Hitler, 
ended with justification of war, denied knowledge of or implication in the atrocities, 
disclaimed personal responsibility, squirmed, whined, apologized...Here we see a people 
destroyed by the disease of obedience, with no desire for resistance nor change. Here 
also is the first experiment of the AMG as it operated in the aachen aréa, where Anmeri-~ 
cans showed no defined policy, retained Nazis in office as the easiest way, and had 
little realization of what was at stake. The report offers valuable material, in too 
great detail for the average reader, but it should be read to offset the apathy of the 


* 
iaASSes. 


Pratt, Fletcher FLEET aGaAINST JAPAN Harper 
$3.00 
Pratt will be read when nore important reporters on naval matters will be 
ignored. This book is no exception. Much of the material appeared in Harper's Magazine 
and he has not attempted to revise it into an integrated whole. The result is an un- 
even book, uneven both as to quality and substance. The best part is the opening sec~ 
tion which deals with the admirals in New Yorker profile style. The piece onthe Aleut 
ians' campaign is fresh and important and well done. There's a good chapter on Saipan. 
But for the most part, Pratt now assumes that the reader knows more than he is apt to- 
and now that he doesn’t know enough; there is no sustained focus. He oversimplifies 
controversial issues, speaks with complete authority and supplies only part of the 
facts needed to substantiate his viewpoint. But his style is breezy and the whole 
makes good readings However~- I'd put my vote on Cant— The Groat Pacific Victory— for 
comparable coverage. 


Spring, Howard AND ANOTHER THING Harper 
$2.50 

A surprise from Howard Spring~ and his name will make many people buy his 
book who will find little there to their taste or interest. For it is a discursive 
book~ intensely personal- chiefly and confessedly "digressions", as he discusses two 
main thes@s- war is the consequence of the underdeveloped noral nature of man, and the 
place of religion in the individual life. Intersversed is a third- force will not 
profit man, though he feels that the pacifists have taken the wrong way to prove their 
point-that civilization has not advanced far enough but merely provides a buffer behind 
which they move to their objectives. Throughout are interspersed bits of autobiography, 
particularly as related to his own religious experience, «An odd book, difficult to 
define ~ and even more difficult to place. 


ae 








April 10 


Yates, Raymond F. THE WORKING ELECTRON bra 
2-50 
A good book for advanced anateurs - this “introduction to read electronics. Tee 
title suggests suitability for the gadget minded, Popular Science type of reader, where~ 
as the level of subject natter requires a good background of electricity and a fair 
degree of manipulative skill. The history, theory and industrial applications of elec- 
tronies are thoroughly covered. Detailed diractions are given for performing nany in- 
teresting hut rather difficult experiments, some of them dangerous for the inexperienced 
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tinkerer. Good college and library material, but not for the browser...(We question 
the wisdom of deceptively simple titles for comparatively difficult books— might this 
policy not prove a boomerang?) 


April 15 


Potter, Robert D,. THE ATOMIC REVOLUTION McBride 
$2.50 

A satisfactory non-technical account of the scientific and cconomic story 
of atomic energy, past, present and future. The author, science editor of Hearst's 
anerican Weekly has managed to keep Sunday supplement science down to a moderate sovol, 
No significant improvement over the Pocket Book on the subject, and inferior— scientifi- 
sally speaking~ to the Snyth report, but the opulent format, double column layout and 
large type make it good merchandise value. As of the date of this writing, no illus» 
trations are available, so this covers simply the galley proofs. 


Aprit To 7/1 





Andrade, Jorge Garrcera SECRET COUNTRY ere 
2200 

Translations by Muna Lee from the Spanish of a small volume of poems by a 
rather well-known leftist poet of Ecuador. These poeris seemto be authentic and sin- 
cere, with a certain sustere simplicity very welcome in South America poetry. As John 
Peale Bishop, in a cordial introductory note, says- their real thene, whether their 
locale be Ecuador, Spsin or Japan, is human solitude, "the secret country". The trans~ 
lations seen to be adoquate if not brilliant. This book will be of interest to the 
many who follow the literary dovelopnents of our Latin american noighbors. 


Klein, Prof. G.T. STARTING RIGHT WITH TURKEYS ~~ 
2.00 

A much nooded and very satisfactory book on raising turkeys on a small 
scale. Heartbreak and financial loss could have been prevented had such a book been 
available; it will no longer be necessary to wade through government pamphlets and 
poultry magazines, nor resort to trinl and error methods. all that is needed is set 
down clearly and concisely; there are detailed suggestions for equipment with plans 
and specifications for building same. Though designed forthe small project, there 
is much of help to the larger growors. Not for those who raise turkeys as a hobby= to 
then the warning that when the turkey reaches the table it will be well paid for, This 
covers everything fron egg to table~ including proper methods of killing and dressing; 
suggestions for cooking and serving. The idenl handbook for the small turkey growor. 


Mann, Golo SECRETARY OF EUROPE Yale 
$4.00 

Political biography of Friederich Gentz, Gernan publicist, international 
agent and confidante of the great. It is also an over-anbitious attempt to interprot 
the history of 211 Burope from 1790 to 1830. Gentz was in the nidst of events of the 
period- and we are led through the maze of the Napoleonic Wars following Gentz's in- 
trigues with the British, Prussians and Russians - the Congress of Vienne- the rise of 
European nationalisn. If Gentz were not so inconsequential and vacillating a person- 
ality and if the author could have made hin livee the historical background would have 
taken proper prespective. As it is, it soems muddled and dead, there are faniliar 
names and events, but no living chnracters nor live events. Heavy going. 


Aril 17 


Steel, Byron LET'S VISIT MEXICO Be 
$3.6! 


This probably supersedes pre-war guides to Moxioo and definitely is valu» 
able for the new traveler, though it has little porsonsl charn. To overcone difficul~ 
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ties before they are encountered, here are the details to be followed before leaving, 
rules and regulations, travel musts, government red tape, choice of routes, etc. Then 
the background of the country, and the sights to be seen, with necessary history; the 
auto-train, bus, plane possibilities, the excursions that can be fitted in, the trips 
out of Moxico City. Appendix contains vocabulary ~—list of fiestas~ dates in history- 
shopping information~ suggested itinoraries-bibliography. Trips are suggested for 
special interests; there are warning notes that bear remembering; each route has details 
On local history, points of interest, hotels and restaurants, etc. otc. 





April 19 
Fowler, Gene A SOLO IN TOM-TOMS Viking 
$3.00 
* This has as much regional interest as Marquis James' Cherokee Strip and 
even moro color, personality, and vivid history ~ a flair for intimate reporting, 


flashing hunor, robust narrative. There's occasional posturing — but even that's en- 
tertaining. Gene Fowler nakes his reminiscences entertaining monologue, as ho writes 

of Denver and boyhood and marriage, of his downright grandparents, his songbird mother, 
high enthusiasm of his stepfather, his shopping around for a man to fill the place of 
the father he never knew. Then of his heroes,— Scout Wiggins, Ivy Baldwin, Ben Lindsey, 
his friends~ Paul Whitenan's father, Wilberforce, Jack Dempsey, John Reed, and others. 
Thore are his oarly jobs,—- working in the fanily store, at a taxidermist's, finally on 
a newspaper through which he came to know Denver in every corner. There are family 
feuds, his own variation on courtship and marriage, his eventual heading east whero, 
after some 30 years, he finds his father and learns his story. Grand! 


April 23 


Stefansson, Vilhjalmur NOT BY BREAD aLONE Macnillan 
$3.00 

A dissertation devoted to tho contontion that from the stome age on to the 
present time, and Stefansson's experiences in the arctic, man can subsist well on an 
exclusive diet of meat and fish. Disproving the orthodox beliefs that diet should be 
varied, should include fruits and vegetables, etc. etc., Stefansson tells of prinitive 
peoples and of his own experinent in 1928 when with another nan, under the supervision 
of Bellevue Hospital, he subsisted for 2 year on meat and fish only. Last chapters 
doal with scurvy, with pomnican, Stefansson's ideal concentrated food, the controversies 
pommican has engendered, etc. 4 book with a certain dictetic, documentary value, but 
of no general interest. 


Apriz-85 of, 5] 


toa 
* 
Campbell, Marie FOLKS DO GET BORN Rinehart 
$3.00 
There's an out of the way, out of the ordinary charm and folk quality for 
these episodes anong the granny-nidwives of rural Georgia, who still are catching babies 
in the local communitics- if now under the supervision of public health nurses, Here 
are their superstitions, some innocent, sone injurious; their practices— through the 
years, and their reforn under the Now Law (1925) which insisted on a certain amount of 
hygiene before, during and after, the testing for "noral blood", and which gavo the 
grannies a certain additional caste; here sro their midwife clubs— and meetings» and 
the stories which cano out of them as they talk "sociable" together; Aunt Jeanie, 
matriarch of then all, aunt Belle- and her lost little baby which gave hor a calling 
for midwifery; Ma Mandy and her touch with children; the mothers— and the babies they 
caught, with all the indigonous, innocent wisdon of colored talk and folkways. Illus- 
trated by Clare Loighton, but still a very special iten. 
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April 30 


Clawson, Joseph PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION Mecnillan 
| $3.50 
With considerably more amplification than the average psychology (self- 
inprovenent) primer, this is nonetheless popular psychology applied to everyday situam 
tions, reducing behaviour to certain formulae. Clawson interprets human nature in 
terms of motives, and values (the object of the motivation) and shows certain factors 
as responsible for what he defines as value-situations; these are possible acquisition, 
loss, or rescue, Dossible frustration, possession, or lack, etc. Much illustration, 
verbal and diagrammatic, to show how these value situations operate in the world of 
today, various appeals and stimulations which can be used, various reactions which 
may result. Not on either a scientific or a strictly lay level, it's hard to taba 
narket for this. 


Lang, Olga CHINESE FAMILY AND SOCIETY ing a 
4. 

A sociological analysis of the basis of Chinese society, the family, writ- 
ten fron first-hand material collected in 1935-1937 under the auspices of the Institutes 
of Social Research and Pacific Relations. Through this mirror of family- centered 
China, the author attempts to reveal China in its prosent period of transition fron 
an agrarian society to a dynamic, modern one. With a social, economic, historical 
background and well documented with charts, lists, the author covers all aspects of 
the fanily instituticns, its functions, structure, love, marriage, divorce, Con~ 
fucianisn, legal rights, cultural life, income, social classes, the family and the 
state, etc. More extonsive than Yang's A Uhinose Village (1945- P. 386), and as 
scholarly and pedagogical in approach. 





Northrop, F.S.¢. THE MEETING OF EAST AND WEST v|/? bes 
6. 

An evaluation of the ideological issues of our tine, first the diverse 
conponents of Western Civilization, a consideration of Confucian, Buddhist, Mohammedan, 
Hindu, Taoist elements, and the relation of these Eastern and Western issues. Mexico 
is sclected to illustrate the ideological manifestations of Western culture; the United 
States as representative of the Anglo-American elenent of the Pan-ancorican problem and 
the denocratic example of the issues between democracy and comnisn, and between 
nodernism and medievalism. Here are the salient points of the distinctive British 
culture, German idealism, Russian communism in its Marxian, orthodox form, medieval 
Western culture and its roots in Greek science and orthodox Roman Catholicism. Also 
the conponents of Hastern philosophy in the light of the problems of merging the 
civilizations of the Hast and Wost. « timely treatise, but one for study and references 


April 24 


Slater, John Rothwell RHEES OF ROCHESTER “sete 

A formal biography of Rush Rhees, one of the last ministerial college 
presidents to represent the force of religion in higher education, 4 realist in prac~ 
tice, an idealist in the long view, Rhcos was a man who for all his reticence and re~ 
serve had many capabilities. Childhood, schooling, theological training and a first 
pastorate, then at 39 the appointnent to the University of Rochester which, during tho 
three decades tc follow, Rheos was to expand in major proportion as he installed de~ 
partments of applied scionce, the schools of medicine, dentistry and music, the art 
gallery and the library. Rhecs was not only an able administrator, coordinator and 
educator, but an active participant in civic affairs, a figure remembered today with 
respect and gratitude. Sound, scholarly biography, but of interest only in a special~ 
ized, localized field. 
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Stimpson, George W. A BOOK ABOUT A THOUSAND THINGS ~ [e Harper 
“$3.50 
A voluminous miscellany of assorted facts on the order of "Information 
Please", Anything from the derivation of phrases such as "man on horseback", "peajacke 
t", to the identification of quotations, the origins of superstitions, literary, 
political or historical allusions, correct English usage, explanations of national and 
racial symbols, otc. etc. For the home quiz addict, collector of incidental intclli- 
gence, fact-finder, and the popularity of radio programs along this line confirms such 


Qa narket. 


Swing, Raynond IN THE NAME OF SANITY Harper 
$1.00 

The series of radio talks given over the blue network by one of Ancrica!s 
utstanding liberal comnentators deserves a permanent form, just as did Norman Cousin's 
Se in the S.R.I. on Modern Man is Obsolete, to which this might well be a conple 
plenent. For Swing's thesis is that modern political world is obsolete. The discovery 
of the possibility of harnessing atomic energy means that another world war could dese 
troy a nation. Only by liniting national sovereignty and establishing world govern 
lent can this power be diverted to constzuctive ends. He reveals relatively unknown 
facts about the scicntists' opinions-naintains they are a generation ahead of states~ 
men and politicians, He is strongly opposed to the May Johnson bill and regrets the 
position taken by Truman, Atlee and King with regard to secrecy. This is non-sctentific 
and should help the layman to understand better the political significance of atonic 


energy in world affairs. 





Aprtt-25 a4 
Weters, Frank THE COLORADO Rinehart 


$2076 3,0 

29th in the Rivers of Anorica series, this carries on the recent trend to 
make nore of the cheracter of the river, its country and people, than of the factual 
history, and particularly here~ where the author's life paralleled that of the river. 
Here are the nountains and the high country, the plateau, the desert and the delta, 
the United States, border and Mexican countries that line the river; here are the 
conquerors, the padres, the trappers, settlers, outoasts, outlaws, prospectors, and 
their inheritors todays; here are tho dreaus of water for the thirsty land, the Cclorado 
River Dan, Boulder Dam, and the canal aqueduct through to Mexico, the projects and the 
acconplishnents; and finally the Inporial Valley and the Grand Canyon. This gives a 
portrait—- in terms of geography, history, hunan endeavor and achievenent— of an outlaw 
river that dominates not only the land but the men, and continues the high standard 
of the earlier books, Illus. by Nicolai Fechin. 





april ?? 
McWillians, Vera LaFGADIO HHARN Houghton, Mifflin 


$3.00 
A holding biography, that is the result of 14 years of research and writ= 
which, in vicw of the strange genius of Lafcadio Hearn, should have literary, news 
al. =. ve a ee of all SOULE of es own phe ie -< the result 


pe sii ir appeal, his isola tad 14 fe, his complex selenite Seen of an Irish fathe 
and an vig ven nother, the little boy was early an outsider when he was sent to his 
father's family; few understood, or triod to understand the queer, myopic child, and 
when an injury blinded one oye, he was further estranged from normal life. Troubles 
inschool, in England and France, ineffectual jobs, -nd the fanily decision to send 
hin to America, where he finally nade his way toa relative in Cincinnati, Thore ho 
found the impetus for writing, began his long career in nowspaner work, enlarged his 
scholarship and courted the sensational. New Orleans next where antlike industry 
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battled 111 health, the West Indies, and growing fame with the publication of Chita. 
From New York to Japan, where his teaching, writing and his Japanese wife and children 
brought him some content. Though he was adopted into his wife's Japanese family, he 
suffered many huniliations as a Japanese, became more of a recluse, and pushed hinself 
beyond the linits of his health to provide security for his household.....4 really 
tremendous expanse, this recreates the "little exotic" in terms of his own personality, 
his writings, and his renegade qualities. Important literary biography. 


Longstreet, Stephen THE SISTERS LIKED THEM HANDSOME wes 
2000 
More flash from the author of Nine Lives With Grandfather (1940), which 
lacks the unaffected gaiety of the esrlier book. Gramp again, keeping a wary eye on 
his daughters, for Mama and Aunt Fran were great beauties who attracted trouble, 
Man's exploits in trying to arrange Fran's marriage, in getting votes for women, in 
bvattling with a Model T, in being arrested as a card shark, in buying a country place, 
in Europe. Fran's ways with strangers, with boats,*her ability to cope with Mama, make 
it possible for her to get the man she wants. Papa is there to be more than a back- 
ground, for his culinary abilities are more than equalled by his marital deftness in 
handling Mama. Innocent incidents marred by affected smartness, this addition to the 
Longstreet menoirs nay attract on the strength of the previous title, but may dis~ 
appoint many by the personal interpolations. 





Y 
Hume, Edward H. DOCTORS EAST, DOCTORS WEST lay, a “So 
3200 

An American doctor's thirty years in China and his successful establishment 
of a medical school, nursing school and a liberal arts college, as the head of Yale 
University Mission in Changsha, in Hunan Province. Confronted by the conservatism of 
the people of the ancient, walled city, the foreign doctor had to compete with herbalis 
soothsayers, astrologers, physiognonists and Buddhist priests, Fighting smallpox, 
bubonic plague, curing mandarins and other officials, the author finally won the con- 
fidence of the peoplo, but was faced with the problem of holding his institutions in- 
tact during the breakeup of the Manchu dynasty, Dr. Sun Yat-sen's revolution, and the 
subsequent power of the war lords. A bare, journalistic chronicle of the conflict 
between Chinese and Western medicine, 


April ?? 


Dulles, Foster Rhea CHINA AND AMERICA hemmed Press 
275 

The author of The Road to Teheran here exanines the foreign relations be~ 
vween China and the United States as previously he examined the foreign relations be- 
tween the United States and Russia. It is a scholarly and competent job- but, to be 
frank, it is not very lively reading. He gives, in careful and adequate dotail, the 
steps by which we advanced, retroated, advanced again- the mistakes we made- the fund- 
anental differences in outlook between Occident and Orient which made a connunity of 
interests difficult of attainment- and he does it all, step by step, sothat~ through 
a survey of foreign policy as related to China, we review the main thesis of our posi- 
tion in the Far East. He is objective and fair in his appraisal of contenporary 
history, and gives us a sound background for better understanding of today's problens. 





McFoe, Willian IN THE FIRST WATCH J uu. 25 — House 
3.00 
Further precise details of the author's life on the cargo steaners, early 
in the century, as he progressed from end engineer to Chief, developed from a larky 
junior into a responsible officer of the Merchant Marine. This complements Watch Belo 
(1940), and chronologically precedes it. There are the variety of officers, shipnates 














February 15, 1946 Non-fiction — 94 





and companions, the experiences in fair and foul weather, the sea and shore adventures, 
the backgrounds and stories of the men, the pleasure of a happy ship; there aro McFee's 
Own beginnings as a writer, the origins of his books and characters, as he reads, ob~ 
serves and experiences the canaraderie of the sea. A deep dredging of memory that gives 
a vivid portrayal of the worthwhile little cosmos on a ship. For his special market. 


Draper, Lt. Theodore THH 84TH INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE pp. to % 7/19 Viking 
BATTLE OF GERMANY $5.00 


The account of the "Lincoln Division" of World War I, the 84th Division of 
““rld War II, by its own historical section and based on firsthand interviews with 
conbat soldiers from generals to privates. This is the whole operation of the battle 
of Germany on the broad and individual level, the Siegfried Line, the fight to the 
Rhine, the Ardennes, the mad race to the Elbe, with credit attributed to men, companies, 
battalions where it is due. With more than 100 photographs, maps, black and white wash 
drawings, reproductions, this is a record for the men of the 84th~ and for future 
historians. 


TWO. TOO LATE 





Snith, Ruth WHITE MAN'S BURDEN — 
2200 

Stylised in the forn of a prose poen, sometines sentinental, sometines 
elegiac, this is tho story of one woman's fight against prejudice~ “Anerica's great 
denial of her drean"= as she saw discrinination for the first tine back home in Howard, 
Kansas, when a Negro was denied admission toa church college~ and as she went on to 
teach in mission schools in the South and was often impotent in the face of barriers, 
taboos. Personal pleading for a larger cause, which carries enotion and sincerity, but 
I question if a presenation of this type will reach a general narket. (2/28) 


Snith, Janet K. DESIGN: An Introduction oo 
3.50 

A very limited market for this - for those vitally interested in modorn 
design and its significance. The author, a successful teacher in the field, has 
weighed the elements of modern design and related theory to practice through an intor~ 
esting selection of pictures showing the application in many related fields. A book 
that the neophyte night find hard to read, but that informed observers will find help= 
ful in making their understaniling of modern design more complete. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE aND PRICE 


John Day 
Coleman, S.N.~ VOLCANOES NEW AND OLD- definite date 4/4 
Hagedorn, H.— AMBRICANS~ from 3/7 to 3/25 
Doubleday, Doran 
Clark, B.~ THE BITTER BOX- from 4/18 to 4/4 
Considine, Re~ Hd.— GENERAL WAINWRIGHT'S STORY- from 3/21 to 4/4 
Drepperd, C.W.— FIRST READER FOR ANTIQUE COLLECTORS- from 4/4 to 6/20 


bic Gibbs, Philips THROUGH THE STORM~ price fron $3.50 to $2.75 
0 


Welles, Winifred- THE LOST LANDSCAPE. fron 1/30 to 2/28 
Lippincott 

Crispin, Edmund— HOLY DISORDERS- fron 2/27 to 3/27 

Diat, Louis— LOUIS DIaT'S HOME COOKBOOK~ fron 2/27 to 4/3 

Hill, Grace L.—~ BRIGHT ARROWS~ fron 3/13 to 3/27 

Noyes, Alfred GOLDEN BOOK OF CATHOLIC POEBTRY- fron 3/13 to 4/3 
Longmans, Green 

Lang, A.— Ede ARABIAN NIGHTS (Note. Correét Title)-— (J) Introduction is by 

Mary Gould Davis, not May Lamberton Becker 

Macnillan 

Andrade, J.0.— SECRET COUNTRY~ fron 4/16 to 5/21 

Anonynous— WHOM THOU SEEKEST- from 3/5 to 2/13 

Beard, Mary A.~ WOMEN AS A FORCE IN HISTORY~ fron 2/26 to 3/18 

Bishop, Curtise SUNSET RIM~ fron 4/16 to 4/23 

Bradley, Cliff BUILDING THS SMALL BOaT- fron 3/5 to 5/14 

Brown, R.M,~ THE SINGING VOICE fron 3/19 to 4/23 

Clawson, Je PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION~ from 4/30 to fall 

Ganow, G.- ATOMIC ENERGY IN COSMIC AND HUMAN LIFH~ from 3/5 to 5/21 

Harrison, etc.— IF MEN WANT PHACE- from 2/9 to 3/26 

Hedley, George THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE IN AMERICA- from 4/9 to fall 

Jameson, Storm THE OTHER SIDE~ fron 3/5 to 3/19 

Kohn, Hans= PROPHETS aND PEOPLE~ from 3/19 to 4/30 

Lavrin, J.— TOLSTOY~ fron 3/26 to 3/12 

Lewis, 0.S.+ THAT HIDEOUS STRENGTH- fron 4/2 to 5/21 

Lewis, C.S.— THE GREAT DIVORCE~ fron 1/29 to 2/28 

Loewenstdin, Karl~ POLITIGAL RECONSTRUCTION- fron 3/12 to 2/28 

Logan, S.~ A NEGRO'S FAITH IN AMERICA~ fron 4/9 to 5/14 

Maura, Sister-M.~ INITIATE THE HWaRT- fron 2/26 to 5/7 

Nye, Nelson C.— BLOOD OF KINGS- from 2/26 to 3/19 

O'Brien, John A, TRUTHS MEN LIVE BY-~ fron 4/23 to fall 

O'Sasey, Sean DRUMS UNDER THE WINDOW~ fron 3/12 to 4/23 

Scott, Jessie» THE CHARITY BALI~ from 4/9 to 5/7 

Schoenderner, F.— CONFESSIONS OF A HUROPRAN INTELLECTUAL~ fron 2/13 to 4/2 

Short, Luke~ CORONER'S CREEK (Note correct title) from 3/19 to 5/14 

Sitwell, Edith- FANFARE FOR ELIZABETH- fron 4/2 to 5/22 

Snith, Laban Cs- NO BETTER LAND~ from 4/2 to 5/22 

Stefansson, Ve= NOT BY BREAD ALONE~ from 4/23 to fall 

Stern, G.B.~ THE RASONABLE SHORES- fron 3/26 to 4/30 

Tallant, Robert VOODOO IN THE ORLEANS- from 2/19 to 3/19 

Tiener, Hugh S.- THS CHRISTIAN PaTTERN- fron 2/13 to 5/14 

West, Keith PEONY- fron 1/29 to 4/9 

White, Wn. 4.— THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM aLLEN WHITH def. date 3/4 
Norton 
Guerard, Albert= FRANCZ~ fron 3/4 to 3/12 
Hune, E.H.— DOCTORS EAST, DOCTORS WEST~ fron 4/?? to 5/3 
Seagrave, Gordon $.= BURMA SURGHON RETURNS- definite date 3/11 
Stauffor, Donald A.=< THR NATURE OF PORTRY- definite date 4/15 
West, Don- BROADSIDS TO THE SUN~ definite date 4/15 
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CHANGES IN TITLE, DaTE AND PRICE (Cont.) 


Random House 
Bach, Julian AMERICA'S GERMANY- from 4/8 to 3/25 
Jones, G. & C.~ PEABODY'S MERMAID- from 2/7? to 4/3 
Lindsay, Nornman- COUSIN FROM FIJI- definite date 3/25 
Sheean, Vincent- THIS HOUSE AGAINST THIS HOUSE~ definite date 3/27 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Harris, Marke TRUMPET TO THE WORLD~ fron 3/?? to 4/1 
Steegnuller, Frances- STATE OF GRACE~ fron 3/7? to 4/15 


Rinehart & Company 
Baker, C.H. BLOOD OF THE LAMB— from 4/11 to 4/18 
Bennett, John— DOCTOR TO THE DEAD~ from 3/21 to 5/23 
Bronnan, D.~ NEVER SO YOUNG AGAIN- fron 3/14 to 3/7 
Butlor, G.~ KISS THE BLOOD OFF MY HANDS- fron 2/28 to 3/7 
Dean, L.W.- GUNS OVER CHAMPLAIN (J)— from 4/11 to 4/25 
Derleth, A.,— WHO KNOCKS,- from 3/14 to 4/18 
Karig, Burton & Freeland- BATTLE REPORT~ fron 2/21 to 2/28 
King-Hall, M.— LIFE AND DEATH OF WICKED LADY SKBLTON- fron 3/21 to 4/11 
White, V.— OUR NEIGHBORS, THE CHINESE~ from 3/28 to 4/25 


Viking 
ERRATUM: THE PORTABLE OSCAR WILDE and THE PORTABLE WOOLLCOTT contain the 
& complete works mentioned in the report, not selections as implied. 


Ives Washburn 
O'Neill, J.J.— YOU AND THE UNIVERSE~ definite date 2/27 


Whittlesey House 
Jones, T,— SKINNY ANGEL- fron 3/?? to 3/25 
Larsson, Ge= SHIPS IN THE RIVER~ fron 3/7? 3/27 
Pearson, H.S.— SUCCESS ON THE SMALL FARM~ fron 3/7? to 3/27 
Shernan & Amiss~+ YOUR CAREER IN INDUSTRY- fron 3/?? to 3/25 


NOTICE IN RE CUMULATIVES 





In December we asked you what your preference was in regard to the quarterly cunulativc 
‘aceces, whether you preferred them continued as Author Cunulatives, or whether you 
would find Title Cunulatives more useful. 


The final count gives Author Cunulatives a decided lead, so no change will be nade. 
For those of you who had indicated preference for Title Cunulatives, we are sorry to 
disappoint you, but majority rules. Perhaps at some future date, if the denand is 
insistent enough and large enough, we shall be able to offer a choice. 4% present, 
we can handle only the one type, 


For those of you who have never used the cunulatives— may we remind you that they are 
available- at a cost of $2.00 per year. 
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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: Pre—Lenten Issue 





Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 





Ash Wednesday ushers in Lent on March 6th. Prior to that date, you should plan to call 
the attention of local ministers and priests to your Religious Book Department. You 
should plan window displays, tied up with one section of your table display within the 
shop. Or in public libraries, bulletin board lists of books recommended for Lenten 
reading, and troughs with available books for borrowers should bring the Lenten season 
to the attention of readers. This preliminary list rounds up available material as of 
this date, among the new books on religious book lists. Another list will be issued in 
nid-Lent, with special emphasis on Easter giving. 


Religious Publishers Group is sponsoring a Cathohkic Lenten List similar to their 
Protestant list with which your are doubtless familiar. This new list- three pages in 
length, with foreword by Father Kennedy, of the Catholic Transcript. Write to the 
headquarters R.1410, 347 Fifth Avenue, New York for data on folders, otc. 





Shoemaker, Sanuel M, HOW YOU CaN HELP OTHER PEOPLE “hae 

; 1.75 

In this volume we have an expression of the working philosophy of the 

dynamic rector of Calvary Church, New York. While not written exclusively for clergy- 
men, it is a book which will be of especial interest and value to ninisters and other 
Christian leaders, The basic presupposition on which Mr. Shoenaker writes and works 
is thus stated: "It is my belief that the clergy nust revolt against much of the spir= 
itually useless activity which clutters up their lives ~~ and get down to the neoting 
of those human needs which Christian faith alone can nmect." The book gives a descrip 
tion of the human needs regarded as outstanding by Mr. Shoenaker:~the necds of the - 
physically and mentally sick, the fearful, the defeated, the sinful and of the cone . 
scientious and sel#deceived folk, and relates the methods he has found useful in neet- 
ing then. The many who would be nore helpful and the more who need help would benefit 
by reading this book. (Publ.) 


Brunner, Enil JUSTICE AND THE SOCIAL ORDER aie 
3,00 
* This is an inportant book by one of the foremost theologians in the Protes= 


tant world, HEnil Brunner has been regarded as one of the chief exponents of "The 
Theology of Crisis" which has recently achieved such prominence in continental and 
American religious thought. In this volune, Dr. Brunner, now rector of the University 
of Zurich, addresses himself to the task of finding a philosophical and religious basis 
for the solution of many of the vexing practical problems of the day. How can we dis~ 
cover today what is right and just? Is there a right and 2 wrong answer to every prob- 
lem? Is there a white and a black to ethical questions? Or must all answers to thon 
be painted a varying but a neutral gray? What can we as Christians mean by a just 
peace, a just economic order? What is the religious basis for a right consideration 

of wages and property, Communism and Capitalisn, intornational relations? This is 
solid reading, but theologians, students of Christian ethics, clergymen and other 
thoughtful Christians should bo direxted to this book as a "must (Pubdl.) 


~ GE m 
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Clark, Glenn THE WAY, THD TRUTH AND THE LIFU Harper 
‘ $1.50 
Glenn Olark has won for himself a distinctive and important place in the 
thought and life of many Protestants in America. He is a mystic and yet his interpre- 
tation of Christianity is very practical. Some of his phraseology is reminiscent of 
New Thought, but there is nothing of thé esoteric in his teaching. 


Above all, Glenn Clark is an interpreter of the life of prayer. His chiof 
endeavor is to teach men how to pray. This is certainly the main objective of this 
volune. Through an interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount and the parables he shows 
what prayor moant to Jesus and what it can mean to us. There are some who do not like 
Glenn Clerk's approach to the religious life. There are others who nay be made uncon- 
fortable by his directness. But many nore would find their spiritual life quickened by 
exposure to his unusual personality. It is a book which may he recomnended for Lenton 
reading. (2/27) 


Lowry, Charles W,. THE TRINITY AND CHRISTIAN DEVOTION Harper 
$1.50 
* The Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church and the Archbishop 


of Canterbury have jointly selected this volume to be recommended to their respective 
communicants for Lenten reading. It is a book which fully justifies the selection. 
Neither in its title nor in its subject matter is it apt to have an immediate appeal 
to American religionists who insist upon being practical at the risk of being super- 
ficial, and yet it should have a wide reading in just such circles. It is a well 
argued brief for more thinking about religion, for deeper convictions, for a soundly 
based faith, in brief, for a return to theology. 


"It makes little difference what a man believes as long as he lives a good 
life" is a thesis which Dr. Lowry vigorously refutes. He quotes a British churchman 
as having stated a generation ago that the repudiation of Christian theology by the 
agnostic school of thought would be followed in a generation or so by a rejection of 
Christian ethics. This is exactly what has happened, says Dr. Lowry. “The price paid 
for indifference to Christian theology is incapacity to maintain Christian moral stand- 
ards." Dr. Lowry has chosen the Christian doctrine most difficult for laymen to com~ 
prehend and fully accept as the medium for his plea for more emphasis upon dogma. 

Parts of the book are stiff reading, as the author realizes, but he believes it is time 
for some stiff reading. And yet, this Lenten book accomplishes its purpose to he an 
aid to the devotional life of the Ohristian. Naturally, Episcopalians will be espes 
cially interested, but all Protestants and, indeed, many Catholics wotild find it an 
impressively thought=provoking book. (2.13) 


Poteat, Edwin McNeill OVER THE SEA, THE SKY ee 

This is a volume of religious verse from the pen of the distinguished 
President of Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. It contains about fifty short poems 
expressive of the deep religious insight and high idealism of an outstanding Protestant 
leader. (Fubl.) . 


Sperry, Willard L. THOSE OF THE WaY “a 
» *% 

This series of meditations for the Lenten Season by the Dean of Harvard 
Divinity School is admirably suited to its purpose and may be warmly recommended to all 
Christians. "What is Christianity?” "It is a way." "Who and what is Christ?" "He 
is the way." He then proceeds to suggest meanings of "the way" for our day. Dean 
Sperry represents the broad and libersi trend in Protestant thought at its best. He: 
is tolerant and kindly, but possessed of deep convictions and keen religious insight, 
He alee has the gift of sharpening up the points he wishes to make by apt illustrations 
and quotations. (Publ.) 
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Tasker, R.V.@. THE NATURE AND FURPOSE OF THE GOSPELS Harper 
~1,50 
The lectures on which this volume is based were delivered to "an apprecia- 
tive audience of teachers, clergy and others interested in Christian education" in 
London. The author, Professor of New Testament in the University of London, frankly 
reflects the point of view of the "crisis theology" whose leading exponent is Karl . 
Barth. There will be many New Testament scholars who will disagree with the author's 
presuppositions and with many of his conclusions as well. It is difficult to advance 
the argument that the Gospels were written with a dogmatic purpose without becoming 
dogmatic in turn. Nevertheless, this is a well-written, easily read re-examination of 
the Gospels which Protestant clergymen and New Testament students will find illuminat- 
ing and provocative. Few laymen, even those “interested in Christian education", are 
sufficiently interested in or conversant with the theological and critical questions 
involved to follow even such a comparatively non-technical book as this. (Publ.) 


Newton, Joseph Fort RIVER OF YEARS Lippincott 
$3.00 

Dr. Newton's autobiography gives us the story of the unusually rich and 
varied life of one of the prominent figures in the Anglo-Saxon religious world. 
Ecclesiastically, it has been a pilgrimage which started in the southern Baptist 
Church and proceeded through independent and liberal churches of the Unitarian type, 
through the free pulpit of London's City Temple, and at last to the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. Geographically, Dr. Newton started from Texas and touched for varying 
periods Louisville, Kentucky; Dixon, Illinois; Cedar Rapids, Iowa; London, New York 
and finally Philadelphia. His creative genius has had many faucets. Primarily, he 
was @ preacher, and, as such, widely sought and highly acclaimed, in this country and 
more especially in England. But Dr. Newton is perhaps even more widely kmown as a 
writer and an editor. He has published some studies of Lincoln; he has been one of 
the chief editors of Masonic publications; his devotional books have a wide circulation 
and his column "Living Hvery Day" syndicated by the United Press has won for him a very 
wide following. His life is interesting because of the people whose lives he has 
touched; Henry Watterson, Mark Twain, D.L. Moody, Lloyd George, George Bernard Shaw, 
the King and queen of England, to name but a few. But even more it is an interesting 
life because Joseph Ford Newton is an interesting man and knows how to make himself 
seem interesting to others. The multitudes of those who know Dr. Newton or know of 
him will provide an audience for this book. (4/8) 





Burton, Katherine ACCORDING TO THE PaTTERN Longmans, Green 
$2.50 

There are saints in our own day as well as in the Middle Ages and not all 
of them have been canonized or even widely known. Such a one was De. Agnes McLaren, 
the story of whose life and work is interestingly told in this volume. The daughter 
of a Scot who was prominent politically and a staunch Presbyterian, and a Quaker mother, 
Agnes McLaren came naturally by a seriousness of purpose which was reflected in her . 
religious attitude and in her devotion to good eauses. An ardent suffragist, decades 
before Mrs. Pankhurst, she ran afoul of the current discrimination against women when 
she tried to study medicine in Edinburgh. Refused entrance to the medical school, she 
went to a Catholic school in France where she not only finished her medical education 
but came under influences which eventually led to her conversion to Catholicism. Her 
battles had just begun, however. For within the Catholic church she had a long strug~ 
gle to gain the consent of the authorities to the religious engaging in medical mission- 
ary work. Thet she was at last successful in this effort, the wide-spread medical 
missionary work now being done by the Sisters of various orders under the Society of 
Catholic Medical Missionaries is aheoqunnt testimony, A well-told account of an unusual 
woman, all too little known. (Feb.) 
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Haggerty, Edward GUERILLA PADRE IN MINDANAO Longmans, Green 
3,00 

This is an absorbing war story. Pearl Harbor found the author serving as 
the Rector of a Jesuit college in‘Cagayen on the Nothern shore of Mindanao in the 
Philippines. He kept a careful record of the course of events, and on it has based 
this volume of his personal experiences, and the kaleidoscopic development of events. 
He tells of the invasion of the Japanese, the surrender of the American forces, the 
genesis and development of guerilla warfare, the first contacts with Australia by radio, 
the landing of supplies and ammunition by submarine and the eventual liberation by 
Macarthur's forces. But, throughout all of these harrowing months, Father Haggerty re- 
mained primarily the priest and only secondarily a eiviliam aid to guerilla leaders. 
It is a tale of heroism and of moral and spiritual leadership well worth the telling 
and it is well told. While Catholics will, perhaps, be the more interested than others, 
the book should have a wide appeal to the general public, irrespective of religious 
affiliation. (Feb.) 


Anonymous WHOM THOU SHEKEST Macmillan, 
> a 

The anonymous author of this devotional volume quotes Joyce Kilmer as say~ 
ing: "I would rather write badly about anything else.“ It seems an avpropriate quota- 
tion. This book is certainly a labor of love. On every page, in each meditation, in 
every prayer, there are abundant evidences of the anonymous author's utter devotion to 
the Lord and to the Roman Catholic Church. These are the prayers and meditations of a 
mystic, seeking vainly to express in language intelligible and alluring to others the 
all-ebsorbing passion of the writer's life. The form and content faintly reminds one 
of the writings of some of the saints of the church, without those flashes of intuitive 
brilliance which set those worthies apart. Devoted and devout Catholics may find their 
faith strengthened by this volume. (3/5, 


Baston, W. Burnet THE PAITH OF «4 2ROTESTANT a 
This is no polemic, as the title might suggest. It is rather the simple 
straight forward confession of faith of a Protestant minister trained in the liberal 
school and yet alive to the weaknesses of liberal Protestantism. It is a plea for a 
return from the materialism and secularism of our time to a vital faith, together wit : 
a simple statement of the essentials of such a fafth from the Protestant standpoints. ) 


Giordani, Igino ST. PAUL, APOSTLE AND ifaRTYR a 

On the basis of the New Testament record there is here presented for 
Catholic readers an orderly and readable outline of the life and teachings of St. Paul, 
The story of his life, his early persecution of the Christians, his conversion, and his 
missionary journeys is interwoven with an exposition of his letters so as to give & un- 
ified account of his contribution to the spread of Christianity. While distinctive 
Catholic doctrine is introduced occasionally, on the whole the approach is historical 
and biographical rather than dogmatic. It therefore should have a wider reading public 
than a theological work. (3/8) 


Grant, Frederick ©. THE PRACTICE OF RELIGION Macmillan 


$2.50 


The product of the pen of any member of the faculty of Union Theological 
Seminary is apt to be noteworthy. Professor Grant's volume deals with what he considers 
to be the primary and fundamental subjects of religious faith: the being and nature of 
God, His character and activity, the possibility and the realization of communion with 
Him, the basis of Christian ethics, the objective reality of the moral standard, and the 
survival of the human personality. There is much of philosophy, theology and church 
history in this book, but it is solid rather than heavy, more thought-provoking than 
scholarly in the narrow sense. While no book for the superficial man in the pew, it 
should appeal to a wider public than academic and theological circles. (2/9) 
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Hedley, George THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE IN AMERICA Macmillan 

$2.00 

This will be a handy reference volume on the background and prineipal 

emphases of the main religious groups in the United States. There is a chapter on the 
common Jewish heritage of all believers; one on Roman Catholicism, and another on Hast- 
ern Orthodoxy. But the volume has to do chiefly with the Protestant groups, with suc- 
cessive chapters dealing with the Lutherans, the Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, the 
Methodists, the Baptists, the Congregationalists, the Friends and the Disciples. Oon- 
cluding chapters deal with revivalism and liberalism in American Protestantism. The 
author happens to be a Methodist of the liberal school, but his treatment of other 
groups is fai and reasonably objective, Based on addresses delivered in a €6ollege 
chapel, the book is popular in style and easily read, Scholars and students of church 
history will find it superficial, but the book is not written for them, but rather for 
the general religious public in an attempt to explain how and why the different religious 
groups came into being, and what contribution each is making to the religious life and 
thought of America. (4/9) tia 


Lewis, C.S. THE GREAT DIVORCE Macmillan 
$1.50 

The meaning of this phantasy from the pen of the popular radio broadcaster 
and pamphleteer is rather elusive. Even those who have been delighted and inspired 
by his earlier writings in the field of religion and philosophy will have difficulty 
in determining what the author is trying to say in this volume. He uses the familiar 
device of a visit to heaven and hell, not so much to see what it is like there as to 
throw light on the life of man upon earth. There are passages revealing that insight 
into the nature of religion that we have come to expect of C.S. Lewis, But the use of 
the phantasy as a vehicle for his megsage does not seem a happy choice. It is a dis- 
appointing book. (Publ.) 


Loewenstein, Prince Hubertus Zu THE LANCE OF LONGINUS Macmillan 
$2.00 

The title and the theme of this book are both reminiscent of The Robe. 
However, this story of the time of Jesus is not in the same class with Douglas’ best 
seller. This is not to say that the book is without merit, Longinus is one of the 
Roman guard assigned to Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus. The lance 
is the one which pierced the dying Saviour's side. The author has given us a psycho- 
logical study of the mind of a Roman centurion called upon to be an unwitting partici- 
pant in this great world event. It is an interesting and plausible tale, but lacks 
dramatic power and suspense. After the opening pages one can be quite sure what the 
outcome is to be end therefore has but a mild interest in tae processes through which 
the end is reached. There is no sectarian slant. (Publ.) 


O'Brien, John A. TRUTHS MEN LIVE BY | Macmillan 
$2.95 

This is a book which might have been intended to serve as a text book for 
@ basic course in theology at the University of Notre Dame. Certainly, the author, a 
Professor at that institution, has based this study upon lectures given and discussions 
held in the college classroom. This is not to say that it is not adapted to a wider 
reading public. So is a simple re-statement of the basis of the historic orthodox 
Christian faith in the light of the findings of modern philosophy, science and psychol~ 
ogy. Is there a God? How can I find Him? Does religion really matter? What is the 
soul? What is the distinctive mission and message of Christ? - such are the questions 
dealt with. Oatholic theologian, though he is, Dr. O'Brien's presentation of his thesis 
would be accentable to orthodox Protestants and it will give those of no faith much to 
think about. “A Guide to a Noble Life” is the sub-title. It is a guide which directs 
the mind to old familiar paths hy means of freshly painted and neatly lettered sign- 


posts, (4/23) le Pars 

















e 








February 15, 1946 Religious Book « 101 - 
Tigner, Hugh S. “THE CHRISTIAN PaTTERN Macmillan 
$1.50 

This slim volume of meditations or sermons thrown into essay form, seems 
at first to outline a thesis which is unarresting, obvious and even platitudinous, as 
the author himself predicts. For the author is stating that "the Christian life is a 
God-centered pattern of faith and action which can be. outlined or indicated by the five 
words, worship, thanksgiving, humility, service and love." Familiar and hackneyed 
words these may be, but the author gives new meaning to them and whows-what a radical 
difference they can make when understood and accepted as one's personal platform and 
Plan of action. Recommended for Lenten reading. (odasy -¥ / y, fe 


Chorley, E. Clowes | MEN AND NOVEMENTS IN THE AifPRICaN EPISCOPAL CHURCH Scribner 
3,00 . 

: Clergymen and theological students of the Episcopal Church will be inter- 
ested in this carefully documented volume of ecclesiastical history by the official 
historiographer of the church. The high church, low church and broad church movements 
of earlier days, the Anglo-Catholic and Liberal Evangelical groups of more modern times 
are portrayed through the writings of their leading exponents. The writer endeavors 
to be fair to all parties and although the book vividly describes the divisions and 
controversies of earlier days, he is conciliatory when dealing with the divisions of 
the present day. He classifies the Anglo-Catholics of today in three groups, — the 
conservatives, the Pro-Roman and the liberal. His feeling is that the liberal Anglo- 
Catholics add the liberhl evangehicals within the church are coming closer together. 

In any event, he bel. aves that the Episcopal Church of the future must be catholic and 
liberal and evangelical. This volume will no doubt fill an important place in the 
sections of libraries dealing with American church history. It is not likely, however, 
to find its way tg the library shelves of many laymen even those of the Episcopalian 


communion. (Ret 2/ / 4 


Niebuhr, Reinhold DISCERNING THE SIGNS OF THS TIMES a 
Poe 

Anyone acquainted with Niebuhr's position in the Christian world may con- 
fidently expect that anything from his pen will be characterized by penetrating ethical 
insight, and a deeply grounded philosophy on the bagis of which he interprets history 
and the current scene. Professor Niebuhr is never one to indulge in philosophical 
speculation for the sake of tying up a neatly packaged and easily understood system of 
thought. His mind is ever upon the confused and chaotic world, not to seek easy and 
quiet solutions but rather to discover the philosophical, ethical and moral basis upon 
which solutions must be eventually arrived at. This volume contains ten sermons, the 
very titles of which reveal their timeliness: e.g., "Discerning the Signs of the Times", 
"Anger and Forgiveness", "The age between the Ages", “The Nemesis of Nations", "Today, 
Tcmorrow and the Eternal", “The Peace of God." As one would expect, Professor Niebuhr 
is especially interested in the international scene: the problems facing the United 
Nations, the problem of dealing with Germany and Japan, the control of the atomic bomb. 
Not only ministers and students of Christian ethics and philosophy, but religionists of 
whatever faith who are anxious to ground their convictions about world problems on a 
Christian philosophy showld welcome this volume. ~“/\/1«_< 


Rosenstock-Huessy, Bugen THE CHRISTIAN FUTURE Rei Se 
or Poe 


The lfodern Mind Outrun 


: This is a curious book; one which may not easily be pigeon-holed. It | 
abounds in flashes of unusual spiritual insight. and yet one puts the book down puzzied 
as to how to express the aim and objective of the author; and one goes back and reviews 
the table of contents to ascertain if he can put the ideas of the book in order and one 
is still puzzled. The author, a refugee professor at Dartmouth, attempts in this work 
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to give a spiritual interpretation of our own day, to discover what the Eternal Spirit 
of all ages has to say to the spirit of our times. But there is a veritable jumble of 
ideas - expressed in words like these: "The Conflict of Functioning and Speaking"; "No 
Ohild is Father tothe Man"; "The Anticipation of Death," "The Intermittance of Faith", 
"Inspired Successor", "The Rebirth of Meaning," "The Death and Resurrection of the 
Word." The reader has a feeling that the writer is an unusual personality. He dedi- 
cates this volume to an unusual group of men. But he certainly does not succeed in 
Making his message clear or his personality vivid in this volume. Searchers for spirit-— 
val reality in our own day will find inspiration and-help at many places in this book, 
but they will have to be genuine searchers. 4/ Y\ 


Knox, Ronald A. GOD AND THe aTOM — 

The atomic bomb has shattered the complacency of most thoughtful persons. 
What does this terrible new weapon mean to the building of a new world? Will the new 
power discovered be harnessed to the constructive tasks of peace? How can we control 
the destructive power unleashed? These are some of the questions provoked ém our minds. 
Monsignor Knox, however, is concerned with other and even deeper questions. What does 
the discovery of the power of the atom do to our faith in God? With such power in his 
hands can we now speak of Omnipotent Ian and bow God off the scene? To address himself 
to these important questions the author interrupted the scholarly work upon which he 
was engaged and has given us the immediate reaction of a Cathohic theologian, couched 
in language which the man on the street can understand. It is a book which may well be 
recommended to those of whatever faith whose convictions have been shaken by the catas— 
trophic ushering in of the atomic age. (Publ.) 


Liebman, Joshua Loth PEACE OF MIND Simon & a 
P26 

This book from the pen of a Jewish scholar deserves a wide reading not only 
by his co-religiontsts but by those of other faiths and by those of no faith. The 
purpose and scope of the volume is well described in the preface: "Personal experience 
plus rich and varied contacts in my ministry led me to believe that a book written by 
a religionist explaining just what modern psychology has discovered about human beings, 
why we sometimes hate ourselves and hate others, why we grow afraid, why we lose faith 
in life and in God might be of real help to perplexed moderns." Peace of Iiind endeavors 
to interpret the results of the work of psychologists in terms of techniques for self- 
transformation, But the author also endeavors to relate these recent scientific dis« 
coveries with the truest religious insights and goals of the ages. Psychology and 
religion he regerds as allies, not enemies, and he has straight talk both for psycholo- 
gists and religionists. The book abounds in apt illustrations from literature and from 
life, which help to make it understandable to the man on the street. Incidentally, 
the attractive print and format are a pleasing contrast to many of our war-time books. 
This is a book which should be played up both for those interested in psychology and 
those interested in religion. (March) 





















= 








BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service % 38 Bank Street 
ce a 








Vol. XIV February 15, 1946 No. 4 
SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: Mo. 3 
in collaboration with Nina Schneider 
PICTURE BOOKS 
Brown, Margaret Wise BUMBLZBUGS & ELEPHANTS Scott 


$1.00 


A reissue of a nursery school favorite. A charming}y rhythmic pattern 
which bases its appeal on the Big and Little editions of favorite animals. Amusing, 
ingratiating drawings by Clement Hurd, in bright clear colors, and uncluttered lines 
add to the humorous appeal. Colorful, gay, rhythmic, humorous, and sturdily set up on 
cardboard, this is a very satisfying book for this age. Spiral binding- 4 color job. 
Nursery school market as well as good store merchandise. (3/15) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 





Evers, Helen & Alf MONKEYFACE RAND, McNally 
$250 
The parents who liked the other Evers! books in this series (9 of them) will 

like this fable with a'moral without malice' - but most small childven wotild be dis-— 
turbed that one harmless monkey could be utterly cast out of his clan and go umrecog- 
nized simply because he made a cross face. We think this fails to measure up to the 
level of child interest and enjoyment that the earlier books have had. Perhaps it is 
time for a new pattern, with a bit more zip. Low priced merchandise. (3/1) 


Bradford, Margaret & KEZP SINGING, KEEP HUMMING Scott 
Woodruff, Barbara $2.00 
a This sort of book grows out of nursery school practice— and is most valu~ 


able when used by teachers and parents who have the modern nursery school point of view. 
It is a-collection of play and story songs, many of which have been composed by child- 
ren, all of which have been tested and proved popular again and again. The book is 
divided into two sections:— Play Songs and Story Songs. The material has freshness 

and appeal, and deals with things of special interest to children from four to seven. 
The accompaniments are blessedly simple for parents who have only basic essentials of 
musical competence, and who are inexperienced in watching children and music at one 

and the same time. The tempo marke are in English- the music unpretentious but melodic. 
Illustrated in red, black and blue by Lucienne Bloch. Oblong format. Attractive cover, 
paper and board. 66 pages. (3/15) 


Brown, Margaret Wise THE LITTLE FIRE!MAN : 
1.2 
Revised edition in larger format, with illustrations redone in bright, pos- 
tery colors. This is another of the appealing, successful Big and Little books. This 
time a big and little fireman go out and conquer a big and little fire. There's a gay, 
spirited quality to most of Margarets Wise Brown's books, which show close working with 
children. Postery illustrations by Esphyr Slobodkina, Paper and board covers, (3/15) 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 





Belpre, Pura THE TIGER AND THE RABBIT Houghton, Mifflin 
$1.75 

Folk tales brought to Puerto Rica by colonists, where they took on an aura 
and flavor of native folk tales through years of retelling by native stery-tellers. 
These stories are now set down for seven and up~ with possible interest, in the hands 
of library story tellers for slightly younger children. Adult folk material enthusiasts 
will find them fresh and interesting, with authentic notes. Illustrated by Kay Peter-~ 
son Parker. (March) | 





L'Hommedieu, Dorothy K. ROBBIE THE BRaVE LITTLE COLLIE —: 
2,00 

Another in the gallery of puppy books— this time Robbie, a collie pup who 
lives on a sheep ranch, and who wanted to stay a puppy with no responsibilities. But 
instinct was stronger than inclination, and a big adventure taught him that he was a 
Sheep dog after all. Marguerite Kirmse pictures and a not too profound tale make a 
popular combination. There's a lot happening and plenty of conversation- two sure 
passports to small listeners. (Publ.) 


Jackson, Kathryn & Byron FARM STORIZS Simon & Schuster 
$1.50 
* Wonderful value in the first of the 1946 Giant Golden Books- a collection 


of 50 brand new stories, which will be welcome substitutes for parents who have gone 
stale on the true and tried favorites. They aren't sparkling stories, but they are 
competent and moderately good reading, and the farm settings have a special appeal. 
Story and jingle and verse- the happenings round the season- stories about farm animals 
andi farm children and even about the scarecrow- stories about insects and fish and 
creatures of the woods and meadows. A generous $1.50 worth, with- best of all- 100 
colorful Tenggren tntroduetiens. Board cover. 92 big pages. Sure best seller. (Publ.) 
UN weltea Leer 
CLASSICS— REPRINTS 








Alcott, Louisa May CHRONICLE OF THE MARCH FAMILY mite ag 
DY) e 

A two volume edition of the famous trio,- Little Women, Little Men and Jo's 
Boys. The two volumes, illustrated in color and black and white by Hlinore Blaisdeil, 
wiil be boxed and sold only as a set. <A check with librarians and bookshops indicates 
that the sale of these classic stories is a hardy perennial; here is the chance to 
stimulate that with books that strike a contemporary note in format, without sacrificing 
the quality of period which is part of the charm of the stories today. (4/2) 





FACT BOOKS FOR 8-11 





Averill, Esther DANIEL BOONE eye 

Rojankovsky illustrated this internationally known Daniel Boone and it was 
published by the Domino Press in 1931. Now Harper is issuing it at a@ remarkable price. 
The story of Boone's exciting adventures among the Indians is of unfailing interest to 
youngsters. The type is good size for third and fourth grade readers; the paper ar 
board binding is substantially reenforced with cloth backbone. And the illustra‘‘ons, 
in mood and technique of the popular Tall Mother Coose, are reproduced in brilliant 
clear color, and style admirably suited to the text. Excellent introduction to a 
famous American hero tale- should be popular with schools and libraries. Good mer— 
chandise. (3/27) 
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Cavanah, Frances BENJY OF BOSTON McKay 
SANDY OF SAN FRANCISCO Bach $1.00 


Two additions to the city series which combine- in Slightly dressed up 
story form good supplementary reading on past and present of important American cities. 
In each book, a boy whose father is away at war, adjusts to life of a new city with new 
people. The background and history and regional flavor of each city is introduced as 
experienced by the boy visitor. Not particularly penetrating-but useful. Full color 
illustrations, paper and board binding, reenforced backbone. 32 pages. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-—Fiction 





Weber, Lenora Mattingly RIDING HIGH Crowell 
$2200 


A choppy, episodic story that straddles this age level and the next, with- 
out being consistently appealing to either. A 16-year old girl, whose well-intentioned 
guardian expects her to work for him as a cowhand, manages to be “one of the boys" am 
ong the devoted men of the ranch. There are lots of horses, bad-men, treasure, coyotte 

chases, and stock Western props, characters, and language. And there's a touch of rom- 
ance along with the adventure. Illustrated by Gertrude Howe. (May) 


TWELVE TO FIFFEEN- Non-fiction 





Erskine, Dorothy RUSSIA'S STORY Crowell 
$2.00 
° A book that fills a real need for a short, friendly history of the Soviet 


Union, its background, and a simple statement of its likenesses to the United States 
along with its fundamental differences. This should help dispel the clouds of mystery 
which have cloaked this great emerging power- as the author stresses the friendly, party 
loving children, with their zest for theatre and circus, their schools, their holidays, 
their goals and rewards. Of interest for this group and on up. (4/16) 


Leeming, Joseph FUN WITH PUZZLES —" 

2.00 

Another popular "fun book", offering a great variety of puzzles,—- coin and 

match, brain twisters, mathematical puzzles, pencil, paper, cut-out, put-together puzz- 
les, anagrams and other word puzzles, old puzzles and new, individual and group puzzles. 
Some are very simple~ some are tricky. There's variety for all tastes, The publishers 
suggest the use of the book for convalescents, as well asthe usual family use, club and 
camp use. sturdy binding, good format, clear drawings by Jessie Robinson. (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS .AND GIRLS-Fiction 


Grey, Zane SHADOW ON THE TRAIL Harper 
$2.50 
Good Zane Grey in a story of the struggle to break the power of the rustlers 
on newly opened Arizona ranges, A reformed outlaw, who had been gunman for a holdup man 
who turns out t® be his father, takes a straight path after his father's death~ and ev- 
entually fends off the enemy rustlers, and writes cattle history in blood. For full 
report, see adult section, Page 50. We recommend this as better than the derivative 
western, Riding High (above). (Publ.) : 


Mason, Frank Ws FLIGHT INTO DANGER Lippincott 
$1.75 | 
Good, daring wartime adventure with a pilot undertaking an incredible miss— | 
ion full of hairbreadth escape and appalling danger. The author, and experienced army 
man and novelist, makes convincing, tense drama of what might have been “superman” 
stuff. We need this good "bridging" adventure reading for boys who are being urged 
vo outgrow blood and thunder "comics". 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE-Non-fiction 





Repeat for this group~ Dorothy Erskine's RUSSIa'S STORY (P.105) and Joseph Leeming's 
FUN WITH PUZZLES (also P.105) 


Collins, Frederick SCIENCE FOR YOUNG EN Applet on-Century 
Apparently this was put over from last year, when we reviewed this on 

P. 223, as follows: "We want to go on record (looking back over some 15 years of ex~ 
perience) in saying that we feel that A. Frederick Collins has been muddying the stream 
of science education too long. His latest achieves a new high in glib superficiality, 
archaic style, scientific inaccuracy. In less than 200 pages he “covers" map making, 
photography, electricity, radio, weather, gliders, airplanes, navigation. Populariza~ 
tions have their place— but not when done with pompous ignorance in days when the aver- 
age boy in Freshman High knows more than enough to catch Mr. Collins in errors. Fond 
Parents may still mistakenly fall for such books as this, but let's hope that informed 
librarians and local science teachers will not provide a market." (3/1) 


Desmond, Alice Curtis GLAMOROUS DOLLY MADISON Dodd, Mead 
$2250 

A long, detailed account of Dolly Madison, her childhood and young woman- 
hood as a Quakeress and her marriage to the man who became President. Social arbiter 
of Washington society for many years, warm-hearted but not brilliant, subject of gossip 
and criticism, Dolly Madison lived a varied and full life. Some rather complex prob- 
lems of love in marriage make this book of definite appeal to the more emotionally - 
mature among this reading level- good young adult reading. Well documented, extensive 
historical backgrounds, for good school and library material. 


Smythe, D.M. CAREERS IN PERSONNEL WORK Dutton 

$2.75 
Senior High School and College reference book ~ plus sale today for veterans 

seeking information about jobs— good vocational shelf book. This is straight factual 

material, suggestions, tests, sources for determining a student's aptitudes and fit~ 

ness for this special field of personnel work in big business, industry, institutions. 

What kinds of jobs~ scope of opportunity— futures. Photographic illustrations. 

Index. (3/29) 


Henderson, Daniel YANKEE SHIPS IN CHINa SEAS mere oe ie 
pd. 
Condensed account of U.S. maritime, coumer¢ial and diplomatic relations 
with China from the first "honest" trading trip of the Empress of China in 1734 to the 
air clippers of the late '30's. Competent coverage to pioneers of sail, steam and 
wings, and to the individuals who organized ventures. A record of sea captains, 
pirates, captives; of missionaries, mutinies, massacres, women philosophers, adven- 
turers; of types of trade; of the era of gallant ships and vast incentive. Lovely 
pictures. Much. of the material will lag in interest for the average boy of the late 
teens, but those concerned with a mercantile career, or interested in boats and mari- 
time history will find much of it absorbing. For full report, see Page 55. (2/18) 








